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Editorial

THE bailie over the law of God i,
long standing. For six long millen-
nia devil has contended thai

the law is the CiHlS(; of sin. '1I1e1 that no
man can keep it. Immediately after the
fall of Adam and Eve, God introduced
the sacrificial system 10 illustrate the
terribleness of sin ..mel 10 show the fallen
human race lhal the plan of redemption
is by blood-I he blood of the CrealOr.
Jesus was willing to become human and
then accept Ihe penalty of death-our
eternal death-so that we have a
second chance at living eternally in
Eden-the earth made new by the S,tIllC
Creator who was willing to become our
Redeemer. The following inspired quota-
tion will help LIS 10 appreciate the sacri-
fice of heaven:

"Christ came 10 the world to countcmc!
Satan's falsehood that O<XI had made a law
which lI1en could not keep. Taking humanity
upon Himself, He came to this earth, and by
a life of obedience showed Ihal God has nOI
made a law Ihat Inan cannot keep. He
showed that it is possible for man perfectly
to obey the law. Those who Christ as
their becoming partilkcrs of Hb
divine nature, arc enabled to follow His
example, living in obedience [0 every pre-
cept of the law. Through the merits of
Christ, man is to show by his obedience that
he could be tmstcd in heavcn.lh<Jt he would
not rebel.·' The Faith I Li,·e Br,

The terribleness and magnitude of
thc sin problem has been responsible for
billions of people being born into Ihis
sinwcurscd world only to suffer the conw
sequences of sin. Old age and death arc
inescapable. Ll.:t us remember that there
\Vas only one way in which God could
rcstore fallen man 10 Eden:

He must send His Son ksus to p(ly
the penalty for sin, thus atoning for man"s
transgressions, 10 the world, to
angels and to the whole universe that the
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law can be kepi perfeclly by the power
of Ihe Holy Spirit:

'Therefore being justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord
Jcsus Christ. ... But God commendcth his
love toward us, in that, while we wcrc yel
sinners, Christ died for us." Romans 5: I, 8.

"Whcrefore he is able also to save thcm
to the utlcnnosl thai eomc unto God by him,
seeing hc ever liveth to make intercession
for thclll."' 7:25.

He can save to the ullcrmost only
those who arc willing to be made willing
to obey without compromise:

"And being mtlde perfect. he became
the author of etcrnal salvation unto all
them thm obey him:" Hebrews 5:9.

His obedience can and Illust be our
by the very samc power thai

He used-the Holy Spirit:
"Christ is able to save to the utter-

most all who come to Him in faith. He
will cleanse them from all (kfilcment if
they will let Him. But if they cling to
Iheir sins, they cannot pos..<.;ihly be saved;
for Christ's rightcousncss covers no sin
un repented of.·· Sen'lll!J w da,l' Advell1isl
Bible C01lllllell1ary. vol. 7, 931.

Tragically, many Sevellth-day Adven-
tist pastors, some leaders, and many laymen
have bought the devil's lie-you cannot
keep the li.lw-which ifit is taken to its final
conclusion would mcan thai you could not
keep the Sabbath day holy. -nle devil"s lie
would do away with the need for a
ing. for the sanctuary message, and for the
three angels' messages, which would all
lose their importance. Following these false
Evangelical ideas to their conclusion, Sev-
cnlh-day Adventist, could notlhell be Gcxl"s
remnant people for this final generation.

Desmond Ford. Jack Sequeira. and
thc 1888 Study Committee have em-
braced Ihis false Evangelical doctrine.
The 1888 Sltidy Commillee has tried to
Illi.lrry the right position on the nature of
Christ to the wrong position on the na-
ture of sin and the nature of fallen man-
to the dbmay of Desmond Ford.

Forensic justification is nothing ncw. It
is as old as sin itself. It is a part of the devil's
lie. WI.: know tl1<1t withoullhe thcre can
Ix no salvation for anyone.

Waggoner. and Ellen White made
it very clear in all of their writings that
sanctification is an important part ofjustifi-
cation. It is the work of the Holy Spirit,
working in the daily life to hold Ihe sinner
in the relationship of justification, that dew
mands obedience to Goers holy law.

ThosL' who embrace the forensic vicw
of justification, while undermining sancw
tifieation, arc perhaps not aW<Jrc thi:lt
lIndermining obedience is a form of for-
saking the law and praising the wicked:

"They thut forsake the law praise the
wicked: but such as keep the law COllw
tend with them.

"He that tumcth away his em from
hearing the law, even his prayer shall be
abomination. Whoso causcth the righteOlL'\
10 go astray in an evil way, he shall fall
bimsclfinto his own pit: but the upright shall
have good things in possession..

"He that coveretll his sins shall not
prosper: but whoso ;mel forsa-
kcth them shall have mercy." Proverbs

9-10, 13.
"There arc conditions to our receiv-

ing justification and sanclific(ltion. and
the righteousness of Christ. SeleCled Mes-
sages, book t, 377.

These were the words of Ellen White
10 A. T. Jones:

"But while God can be just, and yet
justify the sinner through the merits of
Christ. no man Crln cover hb soul with the
grlnnents of Christ's righteousness while
practicing known sins, or neglecting known

God reqtlircs the entire surrender of
the hCi:l11, before jusli ncatiol1 Call lake
and in order for man to retain justification,
there must be continual obedience. through
activc. living faith that works by lovc and
purifies the souL" Selecled Me:;;sages, book
1,366.

May God help us 10 perfect our char-
acters by our willing obedience to every
known truth-not hy what we can do
but hy what God is willing to do in liS.
Then and only then will we be c1c(lnsed
of our sins. Thcn the righteousness of
Christ will bl.:': Praise the

Ron Spear-EI>1TUR
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Great Signs and Wonders

I N 1976 in the Venezuelan village of
eua in a region called Finca Betania,
a lady named Maria received a vision

of the "Virgin Mary:' As Ihe series of
apparitions progressed, dozens of others
also reported seeing ""Mary" at Betania.
In 1984 '''Mary'' summarized her reason
for appearing:

"My message is of faith, love and
hope. More than anything, it brings rec-
onciliation between people and nations.
It is the only thing thaI can save this

century from war and eternal death.
If a change does not come and a conver-
sion of life, onc will perish under the
fire, war and death,'"

In subsequent apparitions, "Mary"
reportedly told Maria that mankind will
be facing its houT of decision in the
middle of the 1990s. There would arise
the grave danger of a massive war
involving Asia and the former Soviet
republics. Maria was told in the early
'70s that Russia would act in a surpris-

ing way when least expected during
this period of decision. 2

Apparitions of "Mary" have been ap-
pearing all over the world with increas-
ing and alartning frequency. The appari-
tions speak of faith, hope and love. They
speak of reconciliation. They speak of
the need for prayer and devol ion to God.
Increasingly, they arc warning of soon-
coming catastrophes and judgments.

In 1961 in the village of San Sebastian
de Garabandal in northwestern Spain,
four young girls-Mari-Loli Mazon,
Jacinta Gonzalez, Maria Cruz Gonzalez
and Conchita Gonzalez-reportedly had
a series of visions of "St. Michael the
Archangel" and the "Virgin Mary." In
all, there were reported to be over 2,000
apparitions spread over a five-year pe-
riod. Early in this series of purported
apparitions, "Mary" reportedly revealed
her message to the world:

"Many sacrifices must be made. Much
penance must be done. We must pay
many visits to the Blessed Sacrament .
but first of all we must be very good .
If we do not do this, punishment awaits
us ... already the cup is tilling, and if
we do not change, we shall be pun-
ished."3

In addition, the visionaries claimed
that they were given a series of frighten-
ing warnings about the future. In de-
scribing the "Great Warning," Conchita
stated, "It would be like fire. It will not
burn our flesh, but we will feel it bodily
and interiorly.... It seems to be an astro-
nomical phenomena, "Iike two stars .
that crash and make a lot of noise, and a
lot of light ... but they don't fall. It's not
going to hurt us, but we're going to see it
and, in that moment, we're going to sec
our consciences....

In addition to these events, Conchita
has Slated that she was told by "Mary"
in 1962 that after Ihe death of Pope
John XXIII "there would be IWO more
popes after Pope Paul VI, and that one
of the popes would have a very short
reign. Then after that would come the
end times, but not the end of the
world.'" If Conchita had interpreled
her vision of "Mary" correctly, it would
seem that "Mary" was predicting that
Pope John Paul II will be the last of
the popes before the end times begin.

The visions in Spain have been reaf-
firmed by recent apparitions in
Emmitsburg, Maryland. The message the
purported visionist Gianna Talone
Sullivan received on May 2, 1996, was a
marked change from the tenor of previ-

========1Dirk Anderson1========
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Y OU have mistaken me. I am the woman of
Revelation. You believe this woman to be a

symbol of the church. It is not-it is I-'Mary.'

ous messages. The message received from
"Mary" is of particular interest to
Adventists in that it mentions the famil-
iar themes of the sanctuary and the puri-
fication of God's people:

"Time is soon at hand when great
trials and tribulations will unfold
through God's mercy. It will seem end-
less. There will be continual devasta-
tions and disasters naturally, hu-
manly and spiritually, which will
pour out on the world until God is
adored in His Sanctuary and His
people purified. Pray you will be able
to persevere and endure the bowls of
purification to be released soon by
God's angels. It will seem that evil has
won the battle, but my Tmmaculate
Heart will triumph and will be victori-
ous in the end."

Across the ocean in Europe, on March
18, 1996, in her annual message to
Mirjana Dragicevic Soldo-one of the
six Mcdjugorje visionarics-"Mary"
changed emphasis from her previous mes-
sages and wamed t.hat the time to decide
between eternal life and ctemal death is
now: "Decide, my children, it is the time
of decision. "6 Christina Gallagher, the
Irish stigmatic and mystic, has stated in a
message she purportedly received from
"Mary" in February of 1996: "The world
will soon be delivered in its labor pangs,
soon to be delivered into the hands of
the Decei ver."7

Ted and Maureen Flynn, in their book
Thunder ofJustice, reveal that "Mary" is
encouraging people to study the book of
Revelation. "Mary" speaks of the seal of
God, the antichrist, the mark of the beast,
the latter rain, the three angels, and the
return of Christ. "Mary" interprets the
WOman of Revelation 12-the one clothed
with the sun, with the moon under her
feet, and wearing a crown of twelve
stars-as being herself. It is as if she is
saying, "You have mistaken me. I am the
woman of Revelation. You believe this
woman to be a symbol of the church. It
is not-it is I-'Mary: I brought forth
my son, the literal man-child. He was
literally caught up to God and to His
throne. He is literally coming again to
rule with a rod of Iron. I 3m this literal
woman. I am the Queen of Reaven."8

Without a proper understanding of
God's Word, many are now prepared to
receive the delusive prophetic interpre-
tations of "Mary," Instead of relying
on thorough Bible study, people are
looking to signs and wonders to con-
firm their faith.

A Massive Worldwide Hoax

What we are witnessing in these
apparitions of "Mary" is the massive
deception that Christ predicted would
strike the world in the last days. Jesus
warned us against believing "great signs
and wonders" which would be so close
to the truth that even "the elect" would
be in danger of being deceived. See
Matthew 24:24. We are further warned
that right before Christ's coming, there
would be a worldwide deception car-
ried out by demons:

"And I saw three unclean spirits like
frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the
beast, and out of the mouth of the false
prophet. "

'"'For they are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto
the kings of the earth and of the whole
world, to gather them to the battle of that
great day of God Almighty." Revelation
16: 13-14.
Signs and wonders are being reponed

with increasing frequcncy throughout the
world. The varied physical phenomena
reported at Marian apparition sites can
be categorized into four basic types:

Sola.. phenomena-Pilgrims at vari-
OliS sites report multicolored displays or

pulsations by the sun. This phenomena
has been video-taped and photographed.

Physical healings-A number of pil-
grims report spontaneous healing of
chronic medical problems as well as acute
diseases such as cancer. While healing
docs occur, mcdical science has been
unable to dctcnnine the physical agent in
a number of cases.

Changes in state-Rosaries of pil-
grims have changed color, and statues
have been observed crying, bleeding or
moving.
Stigmata-A number of visionaries

have a visible imprinting of Christ's cru-
cifixion scars. Markings bleed regularly
(usually on Fridays).

Unfortunately, these signs and won-
ders rarely lead people into a greater
study of God's Word. Rather, they tend
to confirm people in the beliefs of the
Catholic Church system which have no
basis in God's Word. People are being
conditioned to look for answers in signs
and wonders, rather than in the Word
of God. Over 100 years ago Ellen White
warned of the danger of false miracles:

"It was by satanic aid that Pharaoh's
magicians were enabled to counterfeit
the work of God. Paul testifies that
before the second advent of Christ
there will be similar manifestations
of satanic power. The coming of the
Lord is to be preceded by 'the working
of Satan with all power and signs and
lying wonders, and with all
deccivablencss of unrighteousness.' 2
Thessalonians 2:9-10. And the apostle
John, describing the miracle-working
power that will be manifested in the
last days, declares: 'He doeth great
wonders, so thai he maketh fire come
down from heaven on the earth in the
sight of men, and deceiveth them that
dwell on the earth by the means of
those miracles which he had power to
do.' Revelation 13:13-14. No mere im-
postures are here foretold. Men are
deceived by the miracles which Satan's

agents have power to do, not which
they pretend to do." Great COlllroversy,
553.

"We are now standing in the face of
the greatest historical confrontation hu-
manity has gone through.. . Wc are
now facing the final confrontation be-
tween the Church and the anti-Church,
of the Gospel versus the anti-Gospel."
Pope John Paul II, Nov. 9, 1976.

Fatima and the Papal
On May 13, 1981, during an open-

air papal audience in St. Peter's Square,
the pope, who had dedicated his Pa-
pacy to "Mary," bent down to hug a

November 1997 Our Firm Foun(/ar;ol1 5



M ohammed said that Fatima would be
second only to "Mary" in the kingdom of

God. Fatima and "Mary" are the bridge between
Catholicism and Islam.

young girl who W<.IS wearing a small
likeness of Ol/r Lad\' oj Fatima. At
that precise moment, Mehmct Ali Agca.
a Turkish assassin, fired two shots at
his head at close range, but missed.
Agea fired again hitting the Pope in
the <lbdomen. Had he not bent down 10
hug that little girl wC<.Iring the picture
of "Mary;' those two bullets would
probably have ripped through his skull,
killing him instantly. As it was, it would
take him six months to fully recover
from the wounds. As he convalesced at
the Policlinico in Rome, John Paul bc-
Camc convinced that it was the direci
intercession of Our Lady of Fmil1lo
that saved his life. He reread the three
Secrets that the Lady of Flilimll gave
the lhree children in vision in 1917 in
Fatima. Portugal, and then he instructed
Bishop Pavol Hniliea. a Slovak bishop.
to send all the church's documents on
the events at Fatima for his review, It
was while he was in this state of mind
at the Policlinico that John Paul re-
portedly witnessed the inexpliciJble phe-
nomenon of the sun, first seen at Fatima

years earlier. Moreover, he
reportedly received a vision of t'he fu-
ture related to the third Fatima Secret.

What were the contents of his vi-
sion? Only John Paul knows. However,

Bishop Hnilica reponed Ht the time of
the Pope's release from the Policlinico,
that the Pope told him: "I have come to
understand that the only way to save
the world from war, to save it from
atheism. is the conversion of Russia
according to the mcssage of Fatima."')
John Paul 11 has dedicated his Papacy
to "Mary, the Mother of Jesus'" His
personal motto, TOIUS Tuus (Completely
Yours), is a term illustrating the conse-
cration of his life to the "Virgin Mary'"
The assassination attempt, and the vi-
sion that followed it. saved to affirm
"Mary's" unique role for this Pope.
During a pilgrimage to Fatimtl in 1982.
John Paul conducted a service in which
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he consecrated the world and, indi-
rectly, Russia. to the Immaculate HCClrt
of "Mary'"

His actions since his recovery have
led some within Catholicism to specu-
late that he is operating on a timetabk
established by supernatural agencies.
They chlim he acts as if what he does
and how it will be, are de-
pcndclll on conforming to the sequence
of evclllS provided to him by Ollr Lady
of Fatima. A partial confirl11alion of
this is based on the consecration of
Russia and the world to the Immacu-
late Heart of "Mary" that John Paul
performed on March 25. 1984. This
acl W,IS an attempt to fulfill "Mary's"
request to Sister Lucia. first in 1917 at
Fatima. and again at Pontcvcdra, Spain,
on December 10. 1929, during which
the apparition of "Mary" told her that
God wanted "the Pope. together with
all the bishops of the world. to make
the consecration of Russia to her Im-
maculate Heart. "10

In one reported vision, "Mary" pre-
dicted the succcssful completion of the
Fatima visions before the year 2000:

'" confirm to you that, by the yt":Uf
2000, there will take place the trinmph
of my Immaculate Hcart, of which I
foretold yOll at Fatima, and this will

come to pass with the return of Jesus in
glory, to establish His reign ill thc
world."I'

The Islam Connection

With nearly a fifth of the world's
population living under Islam. many have
wondered how this religion fits into the
piclure of last day events. Christians and
Moslems have been fighting each other
for thousands of years. What could pos-
sibly bring them together? The key that
unlocks the mystcry is the series of
sions received in 1917 the small cily
of Fatima, Portugal. Is it not an odd
coincidence that Fntim3 i:::. the name of

Mohammed's daughter? Mohammed said
lhat Fatima would be sccond only to
"Mary" in lhe kingdom of God. Fatima
and "Mary" arc the bridge betwcen Ca-
tholicism and Islam. This connection is
being strengthcned by the appc<mmce of
signs and wonders in the Arab world.

While all in America wcre watch-
ing the Chicago riots at the Democratic
Convcntion, or viewing live war-zonc
broadcasts from Vietnam. or were be-
ing mesmerized by the Watergate hear-
ings all television, "Mary" was appear·
ing for tens of thousands to be seen in
the land of the pyramids. Starting in
April 1968. her apparitions or light
changed the lives of' thousands. Her
appearances at Zeit un, Egypt, were as-
tounding. She was seen hy more than a
million people. The apparitions wen.;
broadcast by Egyptian TV, phOIO-
graphed by hundreds of
photographers, and personally wit-
nessed by Egyptian President Abdul
Nasser, an avowed Marxist. The appa-
ritions lasted for three years with nu-
merou:::. unaccoulltable hcalings re-
corded by various medical
professionals. Moslems who the
apparitions chanted from the Koran,
'. 'Mary,' God has chosen thee. And
purified thee; Hc has chosen thee.
Above all women."I:

More recently, the appearance of a
woman clothed in light has been ob·
served iJbove lhe roof of the Church of
Sl. Damian in Shoubra. Egypt. a suburb
of Starting in 1983 and seen with
increasing frequency in the mid-1980s,
the woman was secn by thousands walk-
ing above the church, bathed in light III
apparitions lasting up to five hours. P

The Protestant Connection

In 1996 several or the Catholic vi-
sionaries mentioned an L:vcnt thai will
OCcur within the next three years which
Cim only be described as a "second Pen-
lecosl.

In Protestant, Pentccostal, and Char-
ismatic churches, nnd wonders have
been successfully substitutcd for Bible
truth. In these rapidly growing churchc:::.
we find miraculous signs, such 3S speak-
ing in tongues and supernatural healings.
and yet in these same churchc.:s we find
an amazing ignorance of the lruths of
God's Word. Who is behind these amaz-
ing signs and wonders?

Continued on 10



Our Present
Duty
and the

Coming Crisis

A ND because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall
wax cold." Matthew 24: 12. The

vl:ry atmosphere is polluted with sin.
Soon God's people will be tested by
ricry trials, and the grc.H proportion of
those who now appear to be genuine and
true will prove to be base metal. Instead
or being strengthened and confirmed by
opposition, thn;ab, and abuse, they will
cowardly take the side of the opposers.
The promise is. "Them that honour me I
will honour." I Samuel 2:30. ShHlI we be
less firmly allachcd to God's law be-
cause the worlel at large has attempted to
make it void?

Already the jUdglllClll:;ofGod arcabroacl
ill the land, as seen in storms, in !loads, in
tempests, in earthquakes, in perils by land
and by sea. The Orc•.l! I AM is speaking to
those who make void His law. When God's
wrmh is out upon the earth, who will
then be able to stand? Now is the time for
God's people to show themselves true to
principle. When the religion of Christ is
Illost held in contempt, when His law is
most despised, then should our zeal be the
warmest and our courage the most unflinch-
ing. To stand in or truth and right-
eousness when the majority forsake us, 10
right the battles or the Lord when champi-
ons arc fcw-this will be: our test. At this
timc wc must gather warmth from the
coldness of others. courage from their cow-
ardice, and loyalty From their treason. The
nation will be on the sick or the great rebel
kader.
The days of purification of the church

arc hastcning all apace. Goel will have a
people pure and truc. In the mighty sift-
ing S0011 to lake place, we shall be better
able to the strength of Israel.
The signs reveal that the time is ncar
when the Lord will manifest that His fan
is in His hallc!. and that He soon will
thoroughly purge His floor.

The clays arc fast approaching wht.::n
there will be great perplexity and confu-
sion. Satan, clothed in angel robes, will
deceive. if possiblc. the very elecl. There
will be gods many and lords many. Ev-
ery wind of doctrine will be blowing.

With unerring accuracy. the Infinite
One keeps an account with all nations.
While His mercy is tendered with calls
to repentance. this account will remain
open; but when <1 certain limit which
God has fixed is reached, the ministry of
His wrath comlllences. The account is

Ellen G. White

closed. Divinc patience ceases. There is
no morc plciJding for mercy in their
behalL

The prophet, looking down the ages,
had this time presented before his vision.
The nations of this age have been the
recipients of unprecedented mcrcic::>. Thc
choicest of Heaven's blessings have been
given them; but increased pride, covet-
ousness. idolatry. contempt of God, and
base ingratitude, arc writtcn against them.
They arC fast closing up their ::ICCQUnt
with GoeL
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Weare standing on the threshold of great
and solemn events. Prophecy is fast

fulfilling. The Lord is at the door. There is soon
to open before us a period of overwhelming
interest to all living.

But thai which C;luses me to tremble,
is the fact that those who have had the
greatest light and privileges have be-
cOl11e contaminated by the prevailing in-
iquity. Influcnced by the unrighteous
around thcm, many, cven of those who
profess the trulh, havl: grown cold. and
arc borne down by the Sirong currenl of
evil. The universal scorn thrown upon
true piety and holiness, leads those who
do not connect closely with God to lose
their reverence for His law. If they were
following the light, and obeying the truth
frolll the heart, this holy law would seem
even n10rc precious to them wht.::n de-
spised and sct As the disrespect
for God's law becomes marc manifest,
the linc of demarcation betwcl:1l its ob-
scrvers and the world becomes more
distinct. Love for the divine precepts
increases with one clas..-,. according as
contempt for Ihem increases with the
other class.

The crisis is fast approaching. Thc
rapidly swelling figures show tl1(11 the
time for God's visitations has nearly
come. Although loath to punish. never-
theless He will punish, and that speedily.
Those who walk in thl: light will sec
signs of the approaching peril; but they
arc not to sit in quiet, unconcerned ex-
pectancy of the ruin, comforting them-
selves with the belief thm God will shel-
ter His people in the d<'ly of visitation.
Fur from it. They should realize that it is
their duty to labor diligently to save

others, looking with strong faith to God
for help.

Thl: comm<.tnd is. "Go through the
midst of the city. through lhe midst of
Jcrusakm. and set a mark upon the forc-
hC<'lds of the men that sigh and lhat cry
for all the abominations that be donc in
the midst thereof.·· Ezekiel 9:'+. These
sighing, crying one:-. had bcen holding
forth the words of life: the)' had re-
proved, counseled. nnd entreated. Some
who had bcen dishonoring God repenlcd
and humbled their hCMts before Him.
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But the glory of the Lord had departed
from Israel. Although many still contin-
ued the forms of religion, its power and
presence were lacking.

In the time when His wrath shall go
forth in judgmenls. the humble, devoted
followers of Christ will be dislinguished
from the rest of the world by their soul
anguish, which will be expressed in lam-
entation and weeping, reproofs and warn-
ings. While others try to throw;] cloak
over the existing evil, and excuse thc
great wickedness everywhere prevalent,
those who have a zeal for God's honor
and a love for souls will not hold their
peace to obtain favor of nny. Their right-
eous souls will be vexed day by day with
the unholy works and conversation of
the unrighteous. They will be powerless
to stop the rushing torrent of iniquity,
and hence they will be filled wilh grief
and alarm. They will moum before God
to see religion despised in the very homes
of those who have had great light. They
will lament and armet their souls be-
calise pride, avarice, selfishness, and de-
ception of almost every kind are in the
church.

The class who do llot feel grieved
over their own spiritual declension, nor
mourn over the sins of othcrs, will be left
without the seal of God. The Lord com M

missions His messengers, the men with
slaughtering weapons in thcir hands: '''Go
yc after him through the city, and smite:
let not your eye spare, neither have yc

pity: slay utterly old (lnd young, both
m<'lid::;, and little children, and women:
but come not nem any man upon whom
b the mark: and begin at my sanctuary.
Then thcy began at the ancient men which
were before the hOllse. '. Ezekiel 9:5-6.

Here we see that the church-the
Lord's sanctuary-was the tirst 10 fccl
the of thc wrath of God. The
ancient 111en. those to whom God had
given gre<.H light, and who had stood as
guardians of the spiritual intcrests of the
people, had betrayed their trust. This

shows us that we must not look to men
for cxample. We need to stay our faith
upon God: for there is just before liS a
lime that will try men's souls. Christ
lIpoll the Mount of Olives rehearsed the
fearful judgments that were 10 precede
His Second Coming: ··Ye shall hear of
wars and rumors of wars.··.. ation shall
rise against nation, ilnd kingdom against
kingdom: and there shall be famines. and
pestilences, and earthquakes. in divers
places. All these arc the beginning of
sorrows."' Matthew 24:6-8. While these
prophecies received a partial fulfillment
al the destruction of Jcrus,tlem, they have
a more direct application in tilt: last days.

John also was a witness of the ter-
rible scenes that will take place as signs
of Christ'$ coming. He saw armies mus-
tering for battle, and men's hearts failing
them for fear. He saw Ihe earth moved
out of its place, the mountains carried
into the midst of Ihe sea, the waves
thereof roaring and troubled. and the
mountains shaking with the swelling
thereof. He saw the Vi'lls of God's wrath
opened. and pestilence, famine, and death
come upon the inhabitants of the earth.

Already the. restraining Spirit of God
is being withdrawn from the earth.
ricanes, storms, tempcsts, rirc anel flood,
disHstcrS by sea and land. follow cach
other in quick :succession. Science seeks
10 cxplain all these. The signs thickening
around us, telling of the ncar approach
of the Son of God, arc attributed to
other Ihan the true cause. Men cannot
discem the sentinel angels restraining
the four winds that they may not blow
ulllil lhe servants of God ,Ire scaled; but
when God shall bid His angels loose the
winds. there will be a scene of His
avenging wrath as no pen can picture.

We arc st<lnding all the threshold of
great (lnd solemll events. Prophecy is
fnst fulfilling. The Lord is the door.
There is soon to opcn before us <.l period
of overwhelming interest 10 all living.
The controversies 01" the past arc 10 be
revived. New controversit.::s will arise.
The scenes to be in our world
art.:: nol even dreamed of. Satan is at
work through human agencies. Those who
arc making so great efforts 10 change the
Constitution and secure <.1 law enforcing
the first day of the week little realize
what will be the result. A crisis is just
upon us.

But God's servants <.lre nOI 10 trust 10
themselves in this great emergency. In
the visions givcn to Isaiah. to Ezekiel.
and to John, we sec how closely Heaven



H e who slumbers not, who is continually at
work for the accomplishment of His

designs, can carry forward His great work
harmoniously.

is connt:cted with the events transpiring
upon the earth. Wl'., see the care of God
for those who arc loya I to Hi 111. The
progrmn of coming events is in the hands
of the Lord; the world is not' without a
ruler. The Majesty of Heaven h,'I:> thi,,;
dc::;tiny of nations, as well a::; the con-
cerns of His church, in His own hands.

Brethren, it is no time now for mourn-
ing and despair, no time to yield to doubt

and unbelief. Christ is to uS not a Sav-
iour in Joseph's new tomb, closed wilh a
great stone, and scaled with the Roman
seal. We have a risen Saviour. He is lhe
King, thc Lord of hosts; He silleth be-
t\.I,Ieen the cherubim, and amid the strife
and tUIllUlt of nations He guards His
pl'.,oplc still. He who rules in the heavens
is our Saviour. He measures every trial.
He warches the furnace fire that must
test every ::ioul. When the strongholds of
king::; shall be overthrown, when the ar-
rows or God's wrath shall strike through
the hearts of His enemies, His people
have the assurance that they are safe in
His hands. In patience they arc to pos-
sess their souls.

Those whom God employs as His
messengers arc not to feel that His work
is dependent upon them. Finite men arc
not lefl to carry this burden of responsi-
bility. In Ezekiel's vision, God had His
hand beneath the wings of the cherubim.
This is to te;:tch His servants that it is
divine power that gives them succcss. He
will work with thcm if they will put away
iniquity, and become pure in heart and
life. Tht: heavenly messenger::;; seen by
Ezekiel, like a bright light going among
the living creatures with the swiftness of
lightning, represent the speed with which
this work will finally go forward to
completion. He who slumbers not, who
is continually at work for the aceom·
plishment of His designs, can carry for-
ward His great work harmoniously. That
which appears to finite minds entangled
and complicated, the Lord's hand can
keep ill perfect order. He can devise

ways and means to thwart the purposes
of wicked counselors, and those who
plot out mischief.

Those who are called to responsibk
positions in the work of God often feel
that they arc carrying heavy burdens,
when they may have thl'., satisfaction of
knowing that Jesus carries them all. We
permit ourselves to feel altogether too
much care, trouble, and perplexity in the

Lord"s work. We need to trust Him, be-
lieve in Him, and go forward. The tin;-
less vigilance of the heavenly messen-
gers, Iheir unceasing employment in their
ministry in connection with the beings of
eanh, show us how God's hand is guid-
ing the wheel within a wheel. The Divine
Instruclor is saying to cvery actor in His
work, as He said to Cyrus of old, ·'1
girded thee, though thou hast not known
me." Isaiah 45:5.

Men are not to take credit to them-
selves for the success of their labors.
The clear, sharp thought, the wisdom to
plan and execute, arc of the ability that
God giveth. God is the Master Worker;
men arc only the instruments in His hanel.
It is His mind that is working through all
who yield to His control.
While wc arc to act our part by improv-
ing to the utmost every talent committed
to us, wo have nothing which we have
Ilot received of God, and we should give
Him all the glory.

The important future is before us. To
meet its trials and temptations, and to
perform its duties, will require great faith,
energy, and perseverance. But we 111<IY
triumph gloriously; for not olle wmching,
praying, believing soul will be ensnared
by the devices of the enemy. All heaven
is interested in our wclfare, and waits
our demand lIpon it') wisdom and strength.
Neither wicked men nor evil spirits can
hinder the work of God or shut out His
presence from His people, ir they will,
with subdued, contrite hearts, confess
and put away their sins, and in faith
claim His promises. Every opposing ill-

tluence, whether open or secret) may be
successfully resisted, "not by might, not
by power, but by my spirit, saith the
Loe" of hosts." Zechariah 4:6. If thc
Lord had a company of workers who
would rely wholly upon Him, He would
accomplish a great work through them.
On(' could chase a thousand, and two put
ten to flight. God is just as
willing now as anciently to work through
human effofts, and to accomplish great
things through weak instrumentalities. We
shall not gain the victory through num-
bers, but through full surrender of the
soul to Jesus. We arc to go forward in
His strength, trusting in the mighty God
or Israel.

In the time of trial just before us)
God's pledge of security will bc placed
upon those that have kept the Word of
His patience. If you have complied with
the conditions or God's Word, Christ
will be to you a Refuge from the storm.
He will say to His faithful ones, "Come,
my people, enler tholl into thy chambers,
and shut thy doors about thec: hide thy-
self as it were for a little moment, until
the indignation be overpast." Isaiah 26:20.
The Lion of Judah, whose wrath will be
so terrible to the rejecters of His grace,
will be the Lamb of GOdlO the obedient
and faithful. The pillar or cloud will
speak terror and wrath to the transgres-
sor of God's law) but light and mercy
and deliverance to those who have kept
His commandments. The Arm strong to
smite the rebellious, will be strong to
deliver the loyal. Every faithful one will
surely be gathered. "He shall send his
angels with a great sound of a trumpet,
and they shall together his clect
from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other." Matthew 24:31.

Brethren, you to whom the truths of
God's Word have been opened, what
p<Jrt will you act in this mon1cntous time
of the closing scenes of earth's history?
Arc you awake to lhese solemn realities?
Do you realize the grand work of prepa-
ration that is going on in heaven and
earth? Let all who have received the
light, who have had the 0PPorLunity of
reading and hearing the prophecy, take
heed to keep thosc things that are written
therein; "for the time is at hane!." Let
nOlle now venture to tamper with sin, or
remain in a state of lethargy and stupid
indifference. Let not the destiny of your
soul hang Lipan an uncertainty. Know for
yourselves that you arc fully on the Lord's
side. Let the inquiry go forth from sin-
cere hearts and trembling lips, Who shall
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I n those churches which he can bring underhis deceptive power he [Satan] will make it
appear that God's special blessing is poured
out; there will be manifest what is thought to be
great religious interest.

be able to stand? Have you, in the pre-
cious hours of probation mercifully
granted you, been putting the very best
material illlo you character building?
Have you been purifying your souls from
every stain? Have you followed the light?
Have YOUT works corresponded with your
profession of faith?

It is possible to be a formal, partial
believer, and yet be found wanting, and
lose eternal life. It is possible to practice
some of the Bible injunctions, and be
regarded as a Christian, and yet perish
because you arc lacking in essential quali-
fications that constitute Christian charac-
ter. The destroying angels have the com-
mission from the Lord, '"Begin at my
sanctuary." And "they began at the an-
cient men which were before the house."
Ezekiel 9:6. If the warnings which God
has gi ven are neglected or regarded with
indifference, if you suffer sin to be cher-
ished, you arc scaling your soul's des-
tiny; you will be weighed in the balances
and found wanting. Grace, peace. and
pardon will be withdrawn forever; Jesus
will have passed by, never again to come
within the reach of your prayers and
entreaties. While mercy still lingers, while
Jesus is making intercession for us, let us
make thorough work for eternity. 0

Review and Herald, January II, 1887.

Great Signs and Wonders
Continucd from 6

'''In those churches which he can bring
under his deceptive power he rSatanl
will make it appear that God's special
blessing is poured there will be
manifest what is thought to be great
religious interest. Multitudes will exuh
that God is working marvelously for them,
when the work is that of another spirit.
Under a religious guise, Satan will seck
to extend his influence over the Christian
world." Grear Conrroversy, 464.

How does Satan extcnd his influence
so successfully over the Christian world?
By lcading people to look to signs and
wonders instead of to the Word of God:

"And to take the place of the Word of
God he holds out spiritual manifesta-
tions. Here is a channel wholly under
his control; by this means he can make
the world believe what he will. The
Book that is to judge him and his follow-
ers he puts in the shade. just where he
wants it." Grear COllfrQversy. 557.
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Ominous Signs of the Future

Marian follower, Michael Coppi, un-
veils the reason for the many recent
appearances of "Mary," .• 'Mary' is pre-
paring us, just as John the Baptist paved
the way for Christ's initial entrance into
the world. "15 How is "Mary" preparing
the world for Christ's return? One way is
by slressing Ihe importance of ;"Mary's"
role in assisting Catholics in overcoming
sin and obeying God's commandments

(i.e. the commandments as defined in the
Catholic Catechism):
"As an attentive and concerned

mother, the' Blessed Virgin Mary' helps
us to flee from sin, to live in the grace of
God and 10 always observe His laws as
affirmed by Church teaching"'"

Some seers (Ire also proclaiming the
importance of obeying the command-
ments. The question is, will these com-
mandments include worship on God's
Sabbath or on the papal day of wor-
ship-Sunday? The following ominous
messages were received in the northeast-
ern United States by a seer who goes by
the pseudonym Sinner/Saint:

"My Little Children, Jesus has taken
away the sins of the World by becoming
a Sacrificial Lamb for all Humanity.
Through Him all your sins are forgiven.
In Him you shall live forever in His
Kingdom of Heaven and E.1nh. But only
if you obey His Commandments, His
10ve:'J7

John Leary, on Monday, August 19,
1996. had an ominous vision. In this
vision he claimed that Jesus instructed
Christians that politicians should bring
the country back to God:

"Jesus said, 'My people, as your presi-
dential elections get under way, these
candidates appeal to the base instincts.
Money and taxes arc made the issue,
instead of the moral decay of your coun-
try. The hard decisions on aborlion, eu-
thanasia, and drugs are the issues these
politicians shy away from for fear of

offending someone's likes or dislikes. It
is because your people do not want to be
disturbed in their sins, that many chas-
tisements arc befalling you. It is lime
your morality should bc improved
stead of ignored. It' your politicians fail
to take hard stands in bringing your
country back to God, then they will
I'cap the punishment due for your sins.'
"18

Can you see where it is all leading?
Lcd on by great signs and wonders, de-

luded people will soon lear down the
wall of sepanuion be(ween church and
state, and religious liberly will soon be a
relic of the pasl. Even the spirit appari-
tions of "Mary" are now claiming that
the end is ncar! How long will we have
religious liberty and freedom to proclaim
God's truth? If ever there was a time
when we need (0 be in God's Word. it is
now. It is later than you think! 0

I lutp:/Imcmbcrs.aol.com!bjw I J06!marian9.htlll
Ibid.
hnp:/Imr.:lI1bcrs.aol.com!bjw II06/marian IO.hlm
Ibid.
htIp :/Iwcb. fron IiCf.l1ct/Appa ri 1iuns/clIlm iI.msg:-..
2qtr96.hlml#4
1111 p: /Iwww.llledj LJgorjc.org/Illsg96.h1m

1 hnp:/Iwr.:b. front kr.ncl/cga llaghr.:r/col1l inur.:.hlml
&.-C Thlll/der of Justice, 40-44. 99-100.
hI! P:/1wr.:b.from kr.nel!Appa ri tions/Fa tiIlla.hill.
hlml

10 hup:/Imclllbcn..;Io1.com!bjwII06!1113rian6.lulll
11 Maria" Mo\'cmCIIl of Priests, #.531;

alional Ccnack of thc M.M.P.: MThc Appk
of My Eyr.:- hup:/Iwww.gcocilic$.com!Alhcns!
Forum!2735!coppi.hlml)
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11 rbid.
14 Scc Thunder of Ju.wh:e. 359-369.
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coppi.hlml
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plicd).
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Disease and Its Causes
Part 14

by Ellen G. White

SC?ME houses an:; furnished expen-
SIvely, more to grnlify pride and to
receive visitors than for the com-

fori, convenience, and hc,llth of the fami-
ly. The best rooms arc kept dark. The
light and air arc shut out, lest the light of
heaven should injun.:: the rich furniture,
fade the.: carpelS, or tarnish the picture
frames. When visitors an:: seated in these
roOIllS. they arc in danger of laking cold,
because of the ccllarlikc atmosphere per-
vading them. Parlor chambers and bed-
rOOI11S nrc kept closed in the same man-
ner, and for the same reasons; and whoever
occupies these beds, which have not been
freely exposed 10 light and air, do so at the
expense of health, and often of life itsclL

Rooms that arc not exposed 10 light and
air bccomt,; damp. Beds and bedding gHthcr
dampncs..... and the atmosphere in these
rooms is poisonous. because it has not been
purified by lighl and air. disc3SL"S
have been brought on by sleeping in these
fashionable, apartmC!1fs.
Every family that prizcs hcahh above the
empty applausc of fashionable visitors, will
have 3 of air and an abundance
oflight in evcry apartment of thci rhousc for

hours each day. But many follow
fashion so closely that they become slavL"S
to ii, and would suffer sickness. und even
dCalh. rather than be out of fashion. TI1CY
will rcap that which they have sown. They
will live fashionably, and suffer with discas-
es as the result, be doctored with fashion-
able poisons, and die deaths.

Sleeping rOOInS especially should be
well ventilated, and the atmosphere made
healthy by light and air. Blinds should be
left opcn sevcral hours cach day. the
curtains put aside, and the room thor-
oughlyaired. othing should remain, even
for.<1 short time. which would destroy thc
purity of the atmosphere.

Many families suffer with sore fhroat,
and lung diseases. and liver complaints.
brought upon thl:Tll by their own course of

Theirsleeping rooms :lrc small, unfit
10 sleep in for one night. but they occupy the

The
MetJiCtlI
Missiontll'lJ
Corner

"Christ stands before us as the.-pattern Man,
the great Medical Missionary-an example

for alt who should come after."
Lorna Linda Messages, 61.

small apartments for weeks, and months. and
years. TIley keep thcir windows and doors
closed. fearing they will take cold if there a
crevice open to let in the air. They breathe the
same air over and ovcr, until il becomes
impregnated with the poisonous impurities
and waste malleI' throw11 off from their
bodies through the lungs and the pores of the
skin. Such Ci.m {Cst the matter, and be con-
vinced of the unhealthy air in their close
rooms, by entering them after they have
remained a while in the oJX:n air. Then they
can havc some idea of the impurities they
havc conveyed to the blood, through the
inhalations of the I,Ulgs. Those who OlliS abuse
their hc.:1lth must wim disease. All should
regard lig.ht and air as among Heaven's most
pn.'Cious blessings. They should not shut out

blessings as if they wcre enemies.
Sleeping apartments should bc large,

and so arranged as to havc a circulation of
air through them day and night. Those who
have excluded the ..IiI' from their sleeping
rooms should begin to change their Course
imll1ediately. They should let in air by
degrecs, and increase its circulation until
they can bear it winter and summer, with
no of taking cold. The lungs, in
order to be hcalthy, must have pure air.

Those who have not had a free circula-
tion of air in their rooms through the night.
generally awake feeling exhatlStedand fever-
ish, and know not the cause. It was air. vilal
air. that the wholcs)'.'iteI11 required, but which
it could not oblain. Upon rising in the
Illoming, most pcrsons would be bcnefifed
by faking a sponge bath, or, if more agree-
able, a hand bath, with merely a washbowl of
waleI'. This will remove impurities from the

skin. Then Ihe clothing should be r'::!TIovcd
piece by piece from the bcd. and exposed
to the air. Thc windows should be opened,
the blinds fastened back, and the air al-
lowed [0 freely for sevenll hours,
if not all day, through the sleeping apart-
menls. In this manner the Ixxl and c1othino

. 0
Will become thoroughly aired, and the impUli-

will be removed from tJle room.
Shade trees and shrubbery too close

and dense around a housc arc unhealthful'
for they prcvent n free circulation of air:
and shut out the rays of the SUll. In conse-
quence of this, dampness gathers in the
house. Especially in WCI scasons the sleep-
ing rooms occome dump, and those who
occupy them are troubled with rheuma-
lism, ncurnlgla, and lung complaints, which
gcncmlly end in consumption. NUl11crous
shade trees cast off many leaves, which, if
nOI il11l11cdiarcly removed. decay. and poi-
son the atmosphere, A yard beaulified with
trees and shrubbery ilt a proper distance
from the house, has a happy, cheerful
influence upon the family, and. if well
taken care of, will prove no injury 10
health. Dwellings, if IXJssible. should be
built upon high and dry ground. If house
is buill where water scltles around it
relmlining for a timc, and then drying away:
a poisonous miasma arises: and fevcr and
aguc. sore throat, lung diseases and fevers
will be the result. - ,

Many have that God would
keep them from sickncs,') mcrely because
they have asked Him to do so. But God did
nOI regard their prayers. becausc their faith
was not made perfect by works. God will
not work a mimcle to keep those from
sickness who have no care for themselves,
but arc continually violating the laws of
he,lIth, and make no erfort::; to prevent
disease. When we c1o'lll wCcan on our part
10 have health. thcnmay wc expect Ihat the
bk.'S..'\Cd results will follow: and we can ask
God in faith lO bless our efforts for thc
prc..'Crvation of health. He will then ,lIlswer
our prayer if His name C,1Il be glorified
thereby. But leI all understand that they
have a work to do. God will not work in a
mimculous manner to preserve the health
of pt;rsons who, by their careless inaticTl-
tioll fo fhe laws of heahh. are taking a surc
course to make themsclves sick. d
Redell' a"d Herald. December 19, 1899.
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CAPITULATION
TOTUE

ECUMENICAL
MOVEMENT

WITH anguished alarm many
faithful Seventh-day Adventists
around the world reacted to

the capitulation of the two German
Unions to the ecumenical movement.
However, it was no surprise to those who
arc familiar with the recent history of the
Northern German Union that it voted to
continue ties with the ecumenical move-
ment. That Union voted in April of this
year by a 3-10-1 margin to continue its
guest membership in the Arbeitsgemein-
schaft Christlicher Kirchen (ACK)-the
Council of Christian Churches.

The orthern Gennan Union has for
years been taking its stand with the apos-
tatc Protestant churches. Further, it is
reported that the influence of the charis-
matic movement can be seen in many of

the churches of that Union. However,
there was hope among those who arc
faithful Seventh-day Adventists that the
Southern German Union would not fol-
low suit, but to the deep sorrow of God's
faithful people, the Southern Gern,.n
Union also voted (129-109) to become a
guest member of the ACK. Tragically, as
a result, many members feci betrayed.

It is likely that some delegates were
deceived by the fact that ncither Union
became full members of lhe ACK-
rather, they accepted guest membership.
But let us look at the strategy of the
ecumenical organizations. Organizations
such as the World Council of Churches
are nO( ignorant of the fact that many,
especially smaller denominations, are re-
sistant to ecumenical ties. Therefore, a

special strategy has been developed. First,
such churches were invited to be "ob-
servers." During this time our represen-
tatives have forged friendly relationships
with many of the representatives of the
various member chuTches.

Now they are being asked to accept
guest membership (or as it is called in
Great Britain and Ireland, associate mem-
bership). BUI step by cunning step they
are reaching toward their ultimate goal
of full membership. With impaired spiri-
tual discernment, many arc voting for the
intermediatory status, thinking that they
can do so with safety, not discerning
Satan's wicked plan to derail the destiny
of God's remnant church.

It has also been pointed out that the
Unions have agrecd to allocalc 2,000
Marks (abollt US $1,130) annually to tile
ACK-a comparatively small amount, but
which, I predict, will increase in the
future. Yet dare we donate the sacred
means of the Lord to an organization
which is cenain to be a ringleader in the
persecution of God's faithful saints in
the near future? Dare we insult God by
giving even one pfennig (cent) to such
an organization?

"And he had power to give life unto
the image of the beast, that the image of
the beast should both speak, and cause
that as many as would not worship the
image of the beast should be killed....
And that no man might buy or sell, save
he that had the mark, or the name of thc
beast, or the number of his name." Rev·
elation 13:15-17.

The German Seventh-day Adventist
Church has been through crises in the
past-the leadership of Louis Conradi,
who rejected the Spirit of Prophecy, and
the war question in 1914-1918, which
led to the formation of the Reform
Churches-but it is my evaluation that
the decision to join the ecumenical move-
ment has the potential of becoming the
basis of the greatest schism in the history
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Germany. Such tragedy need not have
happened had leadership understood the
unique destiny of God's remnant church.

We must acknowledge the faithful-
ness of those delegates in both the Nonh-
ern and Southern German Unions who
steadfastly voted against the ecumenical
ties. Special acknowledgment must be
made to the Baden-Wurttemburg Confer-
ence in the Southern German Union
which, under courageous leadership,
fought nobly against the ecumenical ties
and even circulated written materials to

D. Standishl=======
12 Ollr Firm Foundation November 1997



W e must acknowledge the faithfulness of
those delegates in both the Northern and

Southern German Unions who steadfastly voted
against the ecumenical ties.

help warn against the dangers of such
tics.

It would be tragedy enough if the
ecumenical thrust were limited to the
two Gennan Unions, but we see a similar
trend in other European nations such as
Hungary, Sweden. France and Great Brit-
ain, to name only a few. Indeed, the
ecumenical thrust is not limited to Eu-
rope. Even in such remote South Pacific
nations as Vanuatu and the Solomon Is-
lands, the Seventh-day Adventist Church
has embraced the ecumenical movement.

In Vanuatu our church has united
with the Vanuatu Council of Christian
Churches, and, indeed, at onc point the
secretary of the Vammlu Mission was
also the secretary of the Vanuatuan Coun-
cil of Christian Churches. In the Solomon
Islands there has been a joining of our
people with the Solomon Islands Chris-
tian Association. Both of these groups
arc arms of the World Council of
Churches.

Unless decided action is taken by all
of God's faithful brethren and sisters
around the world, there is sure to be a
rapid increase in the development of such
ecumenical ties. It is impossible for me
to understand how Seventh-day Advent-
ists do not see the warning lights and
hear the alarm bells. Surely admo-
nition has specific application to the ecu-
menical movement:

"Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteollsness? and
what communion hath light with dark-
ness? And what concord hath Christ with
Belial? or what part hath he that believeth
with an infidel? And what agreement
hath the temple of God with idols? for ye
arc the temple of the living God; as God
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk
in them; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. Wherefore come
out from among them, and be ye sepa-
ratc, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive you,
and will be a Father unto you, and ye
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the
Lord Almighty.·' 2 Corinthians 6: 14-18.
"Whosoever transgresseth, and

abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son. If there come any
unto YOll, and bring not this doctrine,
receive him not into your house, nei-
ther bid him God speed: for he that
biddeth him God speed is partaker of
his evil deeds." 2 John 9-11.

With great wondennent many are ask-
ing, What has the General Conference
leadership done to seek to discourage
such moves? Of course, I am not privy 10
the counsel that has been given from the
General Conference concerning these
most dangerous affiliations. I was, how-
ever, alanned by the response of the
Assistant to the President of the General

Conference to an earnest letter sent late
last year to the General Conference Presi-
dent by 68 German members. The re-
sponse curtly said that the members· let-
ter had been referred to the President of
the Euro-Africa Division, who is be-
lieved to support the ecumenical ties,
and that all future correspondence should
be addressed to that Division. No en-
couragement whatsoever was gi ven 10
these faithful German believers.

Well might we ask, ··Where are the
faithful guardians of the Lord's nocks?
Where are His watchmen? Are they stand-
ing on the high tower, giving the danger
signal, or are they allowing the peril to
pass unheeded?" Selecred Messages,
book I, 194.

There is evidence of the loss of spiri-
tual discernment by some in the General
Conference. When it was decided a few
years ago to have consultations with the
World Lutheran Federation (which in-
corporates almost all of the diverse
Lutheran Churches around the world),
lhis certainly was a step in the ecumeni-
cal direction. Those who have studied
the Second Vatican Council and the de-
velopments since that time, recognize
that a primary goal of the Vatican today
is to bring about such consultations to
emphasize the similarities of belief and
to de-emphasize the distinctiveness of
the beliefs of different Christian denomi-
nations.

In the second consultation of Sev-
enth-day Adventists with the World
Lutheran Federation, the topic of dia-
logue was '''justification by faith:· That
may not raise a strong alarm in the minds

of many people, for it is well known that
the Lutheran Reformation began with a
central focus upon justification by faith.
Of course, as Seventh-day Adventists,
we thoroughly believe in justification by
faith; however, unlike the Lutherans, we
also believe in sanctification by faith.
because Christ preached that doctrine as
part of the gospel of salvation:

"To open their eyes, and to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins, and inherit-
ance among them which are sanctified
by faith that is in me." Acts 26: 18.

The great difference between Luth-
erans and Seventh-day Adventists is that
we believe that we are saved by grace
through faith in the justification and sanc-
tification by our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ provided through His blood shed
for us on Calvary and ministered in the
heavenly sanctuary. The Lutherans be-
lieve in a justification-alone salvation,
ignoring the powerful statements of Paul.
For example:

"'"But we are bound to give thanks
alway to God for you, brethren beloved
of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of
the truth." 2 Thessalonians 2: 13.

They would seem to overlook the
fact that the same blood that justifies us
(see Romans 5:9), also sanctifies us. See
Ephesians 5:25-27; Hebrews 10: 10;
13:12. They also fail to see how fre-
quently the justification and sanctifica-
tion principles are linked together in the
presentation of the gospel. See I John
1:9; Romans 8:1,3-4; Acts 5:31-32;
Matthew 6: 12-13; Revelation 22: II.

In the minds of faithful Seventh-day
Adventists the alarm raised by the dia-
logue with the World Lutheran Federa-
tion was greatly heightened when it be-
came known that the same World
Lutheran Federation was dialoguing with
the Vatican on precisely the same topic
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The ecumenical movement is a desperate
movement. It is a movement that recognizes

the chaotic conditions that are in the world-the
unrest, the disunity, the conflict, the strife and
the global dangers.

or justification by raith. Could it be that
the Roman Calholics, aware that too many
Seventh-day Adventists would rise lip
against consultations with the Vatican,
were willing to usc the World Lutheran
Federation as an intermediary to help to
discern ways and means of undermining
the distinctiveness of Goel's remnant
church and ils unique message to take 10
every nalion, kindred, tongue and people?
It is not insignificant that the World

Lutheran Fcderation has headquarters in
the headquarters of the World Council of
Churches in Gcneva, Switzerland.

Surely the iceberg of apostasy is upon
us. No doubt the response of every faith-
ful Seventh-day Adventist should be the
same as the Lord ordered through His
servant almost 100 years ago:
...Meet it!' There was not a moment's

hesitation. It was a time for instant ac-
tion:' Selecred Messages, book I, 205.

The Parliament of the 's Religions

The ecumenical movement is a des-
perate movement. It is a
that recognizes the chaotic conditions
that arc in the world-the unrest, the
disunity, the conflict, the strife and the
global dangers. While claiming to be
Christian in its principles, it is deter-
mined not only to bring all the diverse
Christian communities into one united
organization but also to encompass ul-
timately all the religions of the world.
There is no question that this move-
ment will fulfill all the warnings that
are presented in the prophetic utter-
ances of Revelation chapter 13. There
is no doubt that the goal is to unite all
the peoples of the world under the
banner of the Papacy. Perceptive world-
lings realize that there is no hope for a
purely political solution to the issues
of this world, and that such a thrust
alone to bring about a onl:-world gov¥
ernment is doomed to failure. Thus
they arc placing their hopes upon the
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uniting of the world under one reli-
giolls banner-lhe Vatican.

In a perceptive document put out by
the Christian Advent Community of Hun-
gary, under the title People 011 the
Hom.'.' of 'he Dilemma of Elijah. impor-
tant developments were n::.cordcd. Refer-
ring back 10 the Councilor the Parlia-
menl of the World's Religions held in
Chicago, August 28 to Scptcmber 4,
1993, the paper also deals with the very

first such etTort one hundred years be-
fore in 1893. They quote the words from
the ideological leader of the Second As-
sembly:

"The world Columbian Ex.position
in Chicago in Autumn 1893, held to
celebrate thl: four hundredth anniver-
sary of the 'discovery of America' by
Christopher Columbus. .. Onl: man,
Charles Carol Bonney, had a vision
which went beyond the material rcalm.
Bonney was a Chicago lawyer. a mem-
ber of thc Swcdcnborgian Church
(founded in 1787 and going back to
the Swedish scientists and theosophist
Emmanuel Swedenborg), ... managed

10 organize ... a congress of
resentatives of the great religions, called
the Parliament of the World's Reli-
gions. The initiators were seized with
the spirit of understanding among the
nations through the religions. With the
solemnity of the time, in his words of
welcome. Charles Carol Bonney ex-
claimed: "This day the sun of a new era
of religious peace and progress rises
over the world, dispelling the e1Mk
clouds of sectarian strife, This frater-
nity bears onc name the brother-
hood of religions.' "

It is not insignificant that this nine-
teenth-century congress coincided with
the celebration of the four hundredlh
anniversary of the discovery of America
by Christopher Columbus. It will be
recalled that when Christopher Colulll-
bus discovered the New World he
claimed it all for the pope. We can rest

assured thai thl: Vatican is keenly aware
of this fael.

It took another hundred years before
a congress would be called-this

time celebrating the half millennium of
the discovery of lhe New World by Chris-
lopher Columbus. Then Karl-Josef
Kuschel stated:

"The second Parliament in 1993 .
was also organized by a 'council' of
committed men and women.... If the
first Parliament of the world's religions
was dominated by modcmity, the second
is dominated by postmodemity. If the
first was dominated by the universal ideit
of the 'brotherhood of religions,- the
second had to occupy itself with con-
crete questions of common convictions,
values, basic attitudes. . The second
council of the Parliament of the world's
religions, which met in Chicl.lgo from the
twenty-eighth of Augusl to the fourth of
September in 1993, and in which six
thouS<1nd five hundred people from ev-
cry po&;ible religion took pan, ventured
to work Ollt and present a 'dcclaration
towards a global ethic:"

Upon what will this global ethic be
establishcd? Will it be l:st'lblished upon
the plain sure Word or Goel? Hardly! It
docs not take long in reading the materi-
als to recognize the humanistic basis of
the attempt to establish uniform world
ethics under which all the world and the
peoples of the world will be expected 10
operate. It will be noted that they ap-
pealed to all the inhabitants of the world
to cxen their awakening concepts of ::;piri-
tual powers through meditation, prayer
or positive thinking, claiming that this
will lead to a of the heart,
claiming that this will move mountains.
It is also signific'lnt that they invited all
men and women, religiolls or nOI, to
participate in such an exercise. We ask
the question, Can men who have no
connection with God offer any relevant
contribution to discovering the cthics that
will bind the world together in unity?

It is not insignificanl to recognize
that Dr. Robert Muller was OIlC of the
main spe,lkers at the asscmbly. Thosc
who have followed SOI11C of the articles
that I have presented before in Our Firm
Foul/darion will recall that Dr. Muller is
the chancellor of the Peace University,
eSlablished by (he United Nations, and is
a former Deputy Secrl:tary General of
the United Nations. They will also recall
that he was the keynote in Sail
Jose, Costa Rica. at the 1989 New Age
Conference in which seven hundred or



"Unless the world has a spiritual rebirth,
civilization is doomed.... Religions and

spiritual traditions: the world needs you very
much! ... You must again be the lighthouse, the
guides, the prophets and messengers. , .."

the best known leaders of the New Age
movement met to set the agenda for the
year 2000. Dr. Muller is a Roman Catho-
lic. In his presentation at the council of
the Parliament of the World's Religions
he said:

"Unless the world has a spiritual re-
birth, civilization is doomed. Reli-
gions and spiritual traditions: the world
needs you very much!. You must
again be the lighthouse, the guides, the
prophets and messengers of the one and
last mysteries of the universe and
nity. You must give humanity the
divine or cosmic rules for our behavior
on this planet." The Global Ethic, the
Declaration of the Parliament oj the
World S Religions, 1993, 101.

It is not difficult to determine the
humanistic concepts presented here by
Muller. There is no recourse to the in-
spired words of the Biblical prophets,
but rather to humanity itself with all its
fallibility and failures. Surely it cannot
be lost upon the leadership of Gael's
people that every effor! that has been
made 1O bridge the gap of religious
sion has been made-not upon the unity
that the truth of God brings-but upon
the denial of those very truths that alone
can unite God's people. We muSt recog-
nize that there is only one basis for truth,
and that key is given in Jesus ' prayer for
unily: "Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word is truth." John 17: 17.

Unless the truth has been accepted by
the minds of human beings and has been
translated into the sanctifying power of
Christ in the heart of each, there will be
no unity. Humanism has proved itself
hopelessly inadequate to bring about such
unity. Every effort is being made to de-
emphasize the great pillars of the Chris-
tian faith. We cannot forget the congress
that convened in Lima, Peru, in 1981, in
which almost all of the Christian com-
munions of the world met, including a
representative from the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church. It was at this congress
that the BEM (Baptism, Eucharist, and
Ministry) document was established and
then sent. to all of the religious commun-
ions of Christianity seeking their com-
ments ;md their understanding of this
document. The whole basis of the docu-
ment was to urge all communions to
make no issue all the form or time of
baptism, to accept evcry baptismal pro-
cedure as of equal worth. The concept of
the Eucharist , in itself a wholly Roman
Catholic term, is an anathema to those
who deny the mystical, blasphemous

claims of the Roman Catholic Church
that the priest converts the wafer into the
very body of Jesus Chris!. The idca of
the ministry portion of the document was
that we should accept any belief in terms
of the communion service, and that we
do not proselytize those who are mem-
bers of other Christian communions.

Briefly looking at these three areas,
we have to deny ful1y any part in sLlch
compromise. In past ages myriads of
God's faithful people died because they
believed in adult believers' baptism by
complete immersion, following in the
footsteps of their Saviour, and because
they held infant baptism 1'0 be wholly
unscripturnl. How could Seventh-day
Adventists ever agree to the equality of
onc form of baptism, which is predicated
upon the words and example of Jesus,
and the other one, which has no founda-
tion within the Word of God?

In terms of the Eucharist we dcny the
very word itself and all that it stands for,
recognizing that the wafer and the wine
are symbols of the broken body and
spilled blood of Jesus, but denying any
mystical conversion into the very body
of Christ. Also myriads of God's people
in the past lost their lives because they
refused to accept such blasphemous
claims of the Papacy.

Furthermore, in tenns of mission, how
could we who have been called to give
the loud cry "Come out of her, my people,
that ye be nm partakers of her sins, and
that ye receive not of her plagues" (Rev-

elation 18:4), ever capitulate to agreeing
to only minister to and proselytize from
the unchurched? While we must work
for those who are members of no Chris-
tian faith, we have just as earnest a
responsibility to minister to those who
are God's faithful people who have not
heard the full claims of the everlasting
gospel. They are to be called out be·
cause of God's great love for them. They
must be called out so that they will not
continue in the sins of Babylon, and so

that they will be protected from the
plagues that will come after the close of
probation.

AI' the January 1990 North American
Religious Broadcasting Convention held
in Washington, D.C., a paper entitled "A
Proposal for a Joint Worldwide Move-
ment" was distributcd to the more than
ten thousand participants by Robert
Meyers, himself a Roman Catholic. The
North American Religious Broadcasting
Convention brings together the religious
editors of the myriads of papers and
magazines that are distributed, often
worldwide, to the religious television and
radio preachers and commentators, and
so forth. In 1990 so important was the
convention deemed to be that the then
President of the United States, George
Bush, gave the keynote address. This
proposal described the worldwide move-
ment as a joint venture by the three
communions (Orthodox, Roman Catho-
lic, and Protestant) and para-church 01'-
g<lnizations to reach the world for Jesus
Christ. ft would seem to be a noble goal,
but on reading through this proposal wc
find these words:

"This joint worldwide movement cen-
tered in Jesus Christ, would be wholly
Catholic, Apostolic and Orthodox.

"The things that separate us cannot
be the issue. Theological differences will
have to be set aside. The main issue is
the truth we find in the Bible and the
creeds which we agree upon. As we get

to know one another better, theological
differences can more easily be addressed.

"Issues not to be addressed would
include Calvinism versus Armenian doc-
trine, Biblical inerrancy, predestination,
modes of baptism, whether the Holy Spirit
comes from the Father alone or the Fa-
ther and the Son (Filioque), pre-, post-,
or a-millenialisl11, glossolalia, whether or
not the pope is infallible and is the sole
head of the church, ordination of women,
Saturday or Sunday worship, the place
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An excellent outreach booklet
Just off the press!

Germany and in other IlHtions of the
world. However, we do know that there
has been no clear waming in our de-
nominational papers urging men and
women to stand firm against the ecu-
menical movement and all the devastat-
ing consequences of such a union. We
call upon our leaders to make a decided
stand and warn our people worldwide to
stand though the heavens fall, to be as
true to principle as the needle is to the
pole, to forward the trtllhs of the gospel,
to gain a new moral fortitude, to en-
lighten the world with the everlasting
gospel. to warn against the eternally dan-
gerous substitutes that arc being offeicd
by the fallen churches of ChriSlendom,
and to remain wholly separate from thai
which is inconsistent with the pure truths
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I plead
with all ministers and leaders, be they
denominational, self-supporting or lay-
men, to stand courageously at this time,
for the wamings are fearful for the un-
faithful:

'·No superiority of rank, dignity, or
worldly wisdom, no position in sacred
office, will preserve l11en from sacrific-
ing principle when left to their own de-
ceitful hearts. Those who have been re-
garded as worthy and righteous prove to
be ringleaders in apostasy and examples
in indifference and in the abuse of God"s
mercies. Their wicked course He will
tolerate no longer, and in His wrath He
deals with them without morcy.

·'It is with reluctance that the Lord
withdraws His presencc frol11 those who
have been blessed with great light and
who have felt the power of the Word in
ministering to others. They were once
His faithful servants, favored with His
presence and guidance; but they departed
from Him and led others into error, and
therefore arc brought under the divine
displeasure'" Testimonies, vol. 5, 212.

Let all of God's people heed Isaioh's
cry:

"Awake, awake: put on thy strength,
a Zion; put on thy be"lutiful g..trtnents, a
Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth
there sholl no more come into thee the
uncircumcised and the unclean. Shake
thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down,
o Jcrusalem: loose .hyself from the bonds
of thy neck. a captive daughtcr of Zion.
For thus saith the LORD, Ye have sold
yourselves for nought; and ye shall bc
redeemed without money." Isaiah 52: 1-
3. 0

Please see page 3 for
shipping and sales tax

infonnation

wine of the wrath of her fornic:Hion, and
the kings of the eanh have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants
of the earth arc waxed rich through the
abundance of her delicacies." Revelation
18:2-3.
For what purposc did God raise up

the Seventh-day Advcn.ist Church? Was
it juSl '0 be absorbed into the fallen
churches of Babylon, or was it to call
men and women unto truth and right-
eousness? Was it to prepare a peoplc to
meet their God? Was it to prepare the
way for the second advent of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ? This Seventh-
day Adventis. Church hos been be-
queathed the truths of God and has be-
come the depository of God's cternal
gospel at this end time.

Truly Satan is working in marvelous
ways to derail the mission of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church-to tum us
<lway from truth and rightcousness. and
to lead us into the pathway of apostasy
and spiritual impotency. The Iragedy is
that there is so little earnest effort on the
part of those in responsible positions to
declare the mortal dangers in which our
church is now thrust. As I mcntioned
earlier, we have no way of knowing just
how Our leaders in the General Confer-
encc have responded to the events in

Here is an excellent outreach booklet to
share with your Sundaykeeping friends. In
this booklet you will find a sermon origi-
nally preached by a Catholic priest and
reprinted in the Catholic Mirror in 1897
(and also reprinted in the July 1997 edi-
tion of Our Firm Foundation).
We believe you will fmd this sermon,

and the accompanying quotations from
other Sundaykeeping churches to be an
effective tool as you meet the ongoing
controversy over the Bible Sabbath.

Rome's Arraigllmellt of Sabbath-Breakers
Quantitv Price
1-10 copies 65c
11-299 copies., .. , . , sse
1-7 cases (300 per case) .', 40C
8 or more cases .... """ . "" 35C

of Mary in our faith, the dating of Easter,
the number of sacraments, eternal secu-
rity, whether the Lord's Supper is sym-
bolic, or consubstantial Ithal is, it repre-
sents a spirilUal presence of Christl, or

[the host actually becom-
ing the body and blood of ChristJ, and
o.her issues." Rober! N. Meyers, Pro-
posal/or (/ Joil1l World Movemelll, 19.

Wh", purpose do Seventh-day Ad-
vcntists have in forging the slightest ecu-
menical tie? What help wiJJ this be for LIS
10 give the cverlasting gospel and the
three angels' messages 10 the world?
Surely the answer is all in lhe negative
direction. II will prove a hindrance. Are
we going 10 agree to diminish the great
truths of God which havc stood the test
of millcnnia? Arc we going to c.:apilUlale
to the fallen churches of Babylon? Arc
we going to mute our voice in this time
of spiritual crisis as we comc to thc vcry
final moments of this earth's history?
Arc we going to fail our Lord now und
not lake this messagc to every nation,
kindred, tonguc ..mel people? Are we go-
ing to declinc to declare with a strong
voice, "Babylon the is fallen, is
fallen, and is become the habitation of
devils, ond the hold of every foul spirit,
and a cage of every unclean and hateful
bird. For all notions hove drunk of the
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The Seal of the Living God
The Theme of Scripture

SEVE."TH-I)"y Adventists have
long understood thaI no man will
enter the kingdom of heaven un-

less he has the seal of the living God in
his forehead. Presently, God is holding
back Ihe terrible winds of strife ulltil
every man and woman has the opportu-
nity to accept this seal:

"And I SCIW another angel ascending
from the east, having the seal of the living
Gcxl: and he cried with a loud voice to the
four angels. to whom it was given to hurt the
earth and the SCH. saying. Hurt not the earth.
neither the sea, nor the trees. till we h,lVC

the servants of our God in their
foreheads," Revel<ltion 7:2-3.

Scripture testifies 10 the facl th<tl those
scaled at the end of time (lfC designated
as the 144,000:

"And I heard the number of them
which wen; scaled: and there were sc,i1ed
an hundred and forty (md four thousCind
of all the tribes or the children of Israel,"
Revelation 7:4.

The sCClI of the living God represents
the name of" the Father written in their
foreheads:

"And I looked, and, 10, <I Lamb stood
on the mount Sian, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having
his Father's name written in their fore-
heads." Revelation 14: I.

God's name is His character.' Thosc
who receivc the seal of God will consti-
tute those who possess the character of
Christ. This is evident from the tcsti-
many of Scripture:

"And in their mouth WOlS found no
guile: for they ;He without felull before
the throne of God." Revelation 14:5.

They have accepted Christ as their
example:

"For even hereunto were ye called:
because Christ also suffered for us.
leaving us an example, that ye should
follow his sleps: who did no sin. nei-
ther was guile found in his mouth:'
I Peter 2:21-22.
They are termed the remnant:
"The remnant of Israel shall not do

iniquity, nor speak lies: neither shall a
deceitful tongue be found in their
mouth: for they shall feed and lie down,
and none shall make thcm afraid."
Zephaniah 3: 13.

Those who receive the seal of the
Jiving God will be virgins:

''These an.: they which were not defiled
with women; for tht.:y arc virgins. These arc
they which follow the Lamb whithersoever
he gocth. These were redeemed from among
men. being th...: tirstfruits unlo God and to
the Lamb." Revelation 14:4.

The term virgin is usc.;d to indicate
purity of life and purity of doctrine. Paul
desired such purity for Ihe Corinthiall
believers:

Russell Standish

"For I am jealous over you wilh godly
jealousy: for I h(lve espouscd you to one
husbmlCl. lhat (may prescnt you (IS a chaSh':
virgin 10 Christ." 2 Corinthians 11:2.

He contrasts chaste virgins with those
who arc beguiled by f"llse doctrines:

"Bul 1 rear, lest by any me.ms. as the
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty,
so your minds should be corrupted from
the simplicity that is in Chris!. For if he
that cometh preachcth another Jesus,
whom we have not preached, or if ye

Novl'mhl:t" 1997 aliI' Firm FO/(I/(/aliull 17



The only begotten Son of God came to our
world as a man, to reveal to the world that

men could keep the law ofGod. Satan, the fallen
angel, had declared that no man could keep the law
ofGod after the disobedience of Adam.

receive another spirit, which ye have not
received, or another gospel, which ye
have not accepted, ye might well bear
with him." 2 Corinthians 11:3-4.

We, as a people, have also n::cog-
nizcd that the term "seal" refers to the
ancient seals used by the secular rulers
in the days when Scripture was written.
These seals containcd three c1emcllts-
the ruler's name, his title or authority,
and his area of jurisdiction. Thus, Em-
peror Augustus' seal stated: Caesar
Augustus (name) Emperor (title) Roman
Empire (dominion). The seal of Pilate,
lIsed (Q seal Christ's tomb in a pathetic
effort to prevent Christ·s resurrection,
stated: Pontius Pilate (name), Governor
(title) Judea (arca of jurisdiction).

Isaiah provides the clue as to where
the seal of God may be found:

"Bind up the testimony, seal the law
among my disciples." Isaiah 8: 16.

An examination of the law of God
demonstrates thM not one of the last
five commandments contain a single
clement of the seal. The second, third,
and fifth commandments do contain
Goers name, but the other two ele-
ments arc absen!. The first command-
ment likewise contains Goers name
alone in the pronoun mc.

Only the fourth commandment of all
thc ten contains all of the mandatory
three clements of the seal:

"Remember the sabbath day, to keep
il holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and
do all thy work: but the scvenlh day is
thc sabbath of Ihe LORD thy God:
Iname] in it thou shah not do any
work, thou, nor thy SOil, nor thy daugh-
tcr, thy manscrvant, nor thy maidser-
vant, nor thy caltlt.:, nor Ihy stranger
that is within thy gates: for in six days
the LORD Inamcl made [title] heavcn
and earth, the sea, and all that in thcm
is Idominion!. and rcsted the seventh
day: wherefore the LORD blcssed thc
sabbath day, and hallowed it:' Exodus
20:8-11.
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Thus thosc who receive the seal of
the living God will be those who mani-
fest Christ's character by keeping the
fOllrth commandmcnt. Many Seventh-day
Advcntists today disputc the fact Lhat the
seal of the living God is cnshrined in the
fourth commandmcnt, advancing further
to doubt that the Sabbath will be the
chief point of issuc at the cnd of timc,
Such arc on the road to peri I.

The scal of thc living God and the
Sabbath arc inextricably united. Thcy
have ever been the points at issue in the
great controversy. The fourth command-
mcnt is placed ccntrally in the law of
God for a good reaSon. It is the ccntral
issue in the law. The key to this central-
ity is found in the first eight words of the
commandmcnt-"Rcmcmber the Sab-
bath day to keep it holy:' (All empha-
sis added unless othcrwisc notcd).

Many emphasize the need to prepare
our Sabbath food, clothing. and toiletries
on the preparation day, In this the)' do
well, for such preparation is mandated in
the Scriptures and ill the Spirit of Proph-
ccy. However, an cven greater prepara-
tion is also required on the sixth day of
thc week-the preparation of our
hearts in holiness to the Lord, "In
onle,' to keep the Sabbath holy, men

must themselves be holy." The Desire
oj Ages, 283.

Our opening of Sabbath worships
should contain moments of reflection.
If unconfessed and unforsaken sins re-
main in our lives. these must be brought
to the Lord in true repentance of heart.
If we cnter the Sabbath hours with
brcaches of any onc of the other nine
commandmcnts unconfessed and
unforsakcn, we are not keeping thc
fourth. We may lustily sing the hymns
of Zion; we may pray; we may tcach
the Sabbath school class, collcct the
offerings or even preach the divine
service, but we arc not keeping the
Sabbath. Wc arc mcre Saturday keep-
ers-not Sabbathkcepers.

Thus true Sabbath keeping in holi-
ness of heart involves the keeping of
the entire law of God. Truly this docs
represcnt His seal. Sincc thc law of
God is a transcript of His charactcr,
this is the explicit reason why only
those who reflect Christ's character will
receive the seal of the living God. It is
Satan's studied aim that nonc will re-
ceive Ihis seal. The great controversy
has been over the character of our
God. Sntan has made the vile accusa-
tion that the Biblical claim that "God
is lovc" (I John 4:8) is false. He con-
vinced one-third of the angels of this
diabolical falsehood. Indeed, a further
one-sixth of the angels initially <!cceptcd
his cvil suggestion before recognizing
their error.

It was because of Ihis accusation
that Jesus spent thirty-three years on
this earth in order to dcmonstrate thc
fact that God could save only thosc
who keep His law-those who received
the seal of the living God. Christ dem-
onstrated the falsity of Satan's claim
that God was unjust in requiring per-
fect obedience to His law from beings
with fallen natures. The archdeeeivcr
could hardly claim that beings with
unfallcll natures could not keep the
law-the holy angels and created be-
ings on other planets havc amply dem-
onstratcd that facl. But fallen man, Sa-
tan contended, could never obey God's
law. Thus he indicated that no man
could keep thc law of God.

"The world's Redeemcr passed over
the ground where Adam fell because of
his disobcying the cxpressed law of
Jehovah; and the only begotten Son of
God came to our world as a man, to
reveal to the world that men could
keep the law of God. Satan, the fallen
,angel, had declarcd thaI no man could
kcep the law of God aftc,' the disobc-
dience of Adam:' Mall/./scripf Release.s·
vol. 5, 112; vol. 6, 334.

A key word in thc above Slatemcnt is
the onc emphasized- ·'after." If Jesus
had entcred this world with the nature of
Adam before the fall, Hc could ncver
have silenced Satan's claim that fallen
human beings, when filled with the power
of the Holy Spirit. could not obey the
law of God after the disobedience of
Adam. Thus no man would receive the
seal of the living God.

Had it not been necessary for Christ
in His carthly life to challenge this des-
picable salanic lie, He could have simply
arrived all this earth on the Thursday



I t was a crucial part of the plan of salvationthat from childhood to mature manhood
Christ could prove that a man with a fallen
nature, when empowered with the Holy Spirit,
could keep the law of God.

prior to the crucifixion and fulfilled the
sacrificial atonement. However, it was a
crucial part of the plan of salvation that
from childhood to mature manhood Christ
could prove that a man with a fallen
nature, when empowered with the Holy
Spirit, could keep the law of God and
live a life of Christian character perfec-
tion. In this demonstration, there was no
less an assurance than that we may re-
ceive the vital seal of the living God.

Jesus kept the fourth commandment
perfeetly, the shameful accusations of
the Jewish church leaders notwithstand-
ing, and in doing so, He kept all of the
other nine commandments. This is the
specific reason why the Sabbath is a sign
of sanctification, which means holiness:

"Speak thou also unto the children of
Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye
shall keep: for it is a sign between me
and you throughout your generations;
that ye may know that I am the loRD that
doth sanctify you." Exodus 31: 13.

Again, it is emphasized that the
entire controversy between Christ and
Satan centers around the law of God,
of which the Sabbath is the central
feature and the seal of the living God.
Thus, we should not be surprised to
discover that the very first verse of
Scripture contains the seal of the living
God and that in the very last message
of love to the world is also enshrined
the seal of the living God. This is no
matter of chance. It is in the design of
the Author of Scripture, for the entire
Scripture is provided that we might
receive the bestowal of our God's great-
est gift-the seal of the living God.
Thus, that seal is presented from the
very inception of Holy Writ in a sen-
tence of a mere tcn words: "In the
beginning God [name] created [title]
the heaven and the earth [dominion]."
Genesis I: I. This is His first offer of
the seal of the living God.

Today it is our privilege and our
obligation to present God's last and

greatest message of love to the world.
Few have recognized in the first angel's
message God's plaintive plea that man-
kind receive His greatest gift of love-
His seal:

"Saying with a loud voice, Fear God,
[name] and give glory to him; for the
hour of his judgment is come: and wor-
ship him that made [litle] heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters. [dominion]" Revelation 14:7.

Jndeed, God's crea orship is His ulti-
mate title to be aek owledged as the
King of kings and LOrd of lords, the
Ruler of the entire uni crse. See Deuter-
onomy 4:32.

As we recognize th fact that the first
angel's message in su mary is an urgent
call for mankind to r-ceive the Lord's
greatest gift-the seal f the living God,
His character as enshr ned in the law of
God-and the law of ature, and the law
of health ("Give glory to Him," Revela-
tion 14:7; compare ith I Corinthians
6: 19-20; 10:31), the agnificent sym-
metry of the three an els' messages be-
comes evident.

The first angel's m ge offers freely
the seal of the livin God. The third
angel's message, by ontrast, is God's
last desperate warning to those who have
eschewed the recepti of the seal, set-
ting out in graphic te ms the terror and
torment of mind and b dy awaiting those
who would rather ace pt the mark of the
beast. See Revelation I :9-11. Both mes-
sages demonstrate the dictum that '''God
is love."

But why has the fIll of Babylon and
the warning against t e drinking of the
wine of the wrath of h r fornication been
placed centrally in t is last message?
First, we must detennifle the meaning of
this apparently curious second angel's
message. After all, relevance does
an event which occurred two and one-
half millennia ago haVe to the final gen-
eration of this earth? Surely the fall of
Babylon under the ilitary thrust of

Medo-Persia is ancient history rather than
present truth. No! Never was this mes-
sage more relevant than it is today, for
the religion of Babylon has spread world-
wide. It is the largest religion in this old
world. Babylon's religion is alive and
well, and God declares it to be fallen.

In order to understand the meaning
of the fall of spiritual Babylon, we
must understand the events surround-
ing the fall of literal Babylon, for the
same words were littered prophetically
concerning literal Babylon's fall as were
proclaimed concerning the fall of spiri-
tual Babylon. Thus Isaiah declared,
"Babylon is fallen, is fallen." Isaiah
21 :9. Jeremiah proclaimed the wine of
the wrath of the fornication of
Babylon's fall:

"Babylon hath been a golden cup in
the LORD'S hand, that made all the earth
drunken: the nations have drunken of her
wine; therefore the nations are mad."
Jeremiah 51 :7.

Fortunately, a detailed history of the
fall of literal Babylon is found in Scrip-
ture. On the last evening of the
Babylonian Empire: "Belshazzar the king
made a great feast to a thousand of his
lords, and drank wine before the thou-
sand." Daniel 5: I. That wine was the
wine of the wrath of Babylon's fornica-
tion!

This blasphemous King Belshazzar,
who well knew all of God's mercy
extended to his grandfather, King
Nebuchadnezzar (see Daniel 5:22),
deigned to insult the God of heaven:

"Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the
wine, commanded to bring the golden
and silver vessels which his father
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the
temple which was in Jerusalem; that
the king, and his princes, his wives,
and his concubines, might drink
therein." Daniel 5:2.

Those holy vessels had been dedi-
cated for the service of God alone. In
the temple services they had been des-
ignated as receptacles for the symbols
of the pure and holy blood which the
Son of God was to shed for our sins.
They were never crafted in order that
alcohol, a symbol of sin, should be
placed in them. The unfermented grape
juiee of the drink offerings and the
blood of animals without spot or blem-
ish alone were to enter those vessels.
But Belshazzar, in an act of fearful
defiance of the God of heaven, con-
trived to desecrate those holy vessels.
He mixed the sacred and the profane-
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Today the religion of Babylon is knocking
persistently on the door of Seventh-day

Adventism. Many, tragically, are welcoming its
entrance into our midst.

truth with error, the pure and holy reli-
gion of Christ with pagan worship.

This fact is documented by his subse-
quent worship of idols using these sacred
vessels while engaged in a drunken orgy:

"'Then they brought the golden ves-
sels that were taken out of the temple
of the house of God which was at
Jerusalem; and the king, and his
princes, his wives, and his concubines,
drank in them. They drank wine, and
praised the gods of gold, and of silver,
of brass, of iron, of wood, and of
stone." Daniel 5:3-4.

Manifestly, the wine of the wrath of
Babylon's fornication was the mixing
of the undefiled religion of God with
pagan worship. This admixture of the
sacred and profane, God would not
tolerate. Just as sexual immorality was
aptly used to illustrate Judah's apos-
tasy, so too with Babylon when Judah
turned to the mixture of God's religion
with idol worship. See Ezekiel 8. God
deelared, '"thou hast played the harlot
with many lovers' (Jeremiah 3: I); "thou
hast polluted the land with thy
whoredol11s and with thy wickedness"
(Jeremiah 3:2); '"thou hadst a whore's
forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed"
(Jeremiah 3:3); thou '"hath played the
harlot" (Jeremiah 3:6).

Today God declares that the vast
majority of Christians are guilty of the
very same spiritual fornication. Both
Catholicism and apostate Protestantism
have unified our God's pure and holy
faith with numerous pagan doctrines,
festivals, and practices. God declares
such religion to be fallen. His last ur-
gent call is for the true in heart to
'"come out of her, my people, that ye
be not partakers of her sins, and that
ye receive not of her plagues. " Revela-
tion 18:4.

Thus, the second angers message is
centrally placed in God's last message to
the world, for whether we receive the
seal of the living God or the mark of the
beast is dependent upon our response to
the religion of Babylon. If we aecept the
religion of Babylon, we shall receive the
fearful mark of the beast. If we eschew
that religion, we shall receive the seal of
the living God. God has left this decision
of all decisions to us.

This is not an easy decision, for the
religion of Babylon will be forced upon
the world both by universal economic
boycotts and death deerees:

'"And he had power to give life unto
the image of the beast, that the image
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of the be.st should both speak, and
cause that as many as would not wor-
ship the image of the beast should be
killed. And he causeth all, both small
and great, rich and poor, free and bond,
to receive a mark in their right hand, or
in their foreheads: and that no man
might buy or sell, save he that had the
mark, or the name of the beaST, or the

number of his name." Revelation
13: 15- j 7.

Many, in order to escape these dire
penalties. will worship in this manner
while being fully aware of the falsity of
the Babylonian religion. They will re-
ceive the mark of the beast by pretcnse-
in their hands. Others will have chosen
to accept the false f'iith, eschewing evi-
denee from Seripture, and they have fol-
lowed this false faith by conviction. They
receive the mark of the beast in their
foreheads. The seal of the living God is
never received in the hand (see Revela·
tion 7:3; 14: I), for that seal can never be
received by pretense-only by convic-
tion of heart.

Today the religion of Babylon is
knocking persistently on the door of
Seventh-day Adventism. Many, tragi-
cally, are welcoming its entrance into
our midst. The sacred and profane are
united in new doctrines entering our
beloved church from Babylon-includ-
ing profane "Sabbathkeeping," disobe-
dience to the Decalogue, dismissal of
the high priestly ministry of Christ,
disregard of the counsels of the Spirit
of Prophecy, questioning of the immi-
nence of Christ's return, unfaithful stew-
ardship and numerous other breaches
of our pure and holy faith.

Our worship services today have intro-
duced pagan charismatic clements, believ-
ing that a pure and holy God will accept
such an insult to His holiness and majesty.

We have adopted pagan standards of
entertainment, dress and morality, and
often flaunt these before our God pre-
sumptively, believing that His great love

and mercy will stay us from the wrath of
the last days,

We have united in ecumenical con-
tacts, services, and programs, disdaining
God's call that we be "a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peeuliar people; that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you
out of darkness into his marvelous light"

(I Peter 2:9), forgetting that He "'gave
himself for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity. and purify unto himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good
works..' Titus 2: 14.

Many are now fully espousing pagan
festivals such as Easter with its sun-
worshiping sunrise services.

We follow the pagan praetiee of reli-
gious intolerance, persecuting those who,
in love for their Lord and His brothers
and sisters, call for a reformation so
sorely needed in our midst.

All these and much more are our
sins, while a tender, loving God, His
scarred hands outstretched, warns us of
the catastrophic results of accepting these
Babylonian ways which, if unrepcnted
of, will lead to our reception of the mark
of the beas!. In contrast, in these last
few, dwindling days of probation, He
offers us Heaven's greatest gift-the seal
of the living God. How can we any
longer disdain such love? 0

a:.ked God, who appcart,;d 10 him at
Ihc burning hu:-;h. when I comc
UIIIO Ihl: children of Israd. and shall say
unlO Ihcm. The God of your falhcrs hath
sent me unto you: and Ihey shall say 10 mc,
\Vhal b hi:. n:lI11C? what :.hall I say ulllO
Ihem?M NOle Ihat God's :lIl:.wcr to Mo:.es
clr.:arly cmphasil.es Hb ll:llure-whal He is-
or His ch.lr:lch:r: God s:lid unto Moses.
I AM THAT I AM: :lIId he s:lid. Thus shah
Iholl say uIHO the childrCIl of Israel." Exodus
3: 13-14. Pleasc 110tt,; also that. whcn Ihe
angel appeared 10 Joscph in :t drcam. he laId
him thaI Mary would bring forth a SOli. and
lhal lhey should call Him Jesus. which means
S(lviol/r. hecausc He would "S(l1'(! his pl.:ople
frolll lhdr sins." Mallhl:w 1:21.



7IJe tJ-rrnership
- Part 2

CRY aloud,
spare not,
lift up thy

voice like a trum-
pet, and shew my
people their trans-
gression, and the
house of Jacob their
sins." Isaiah 58: I.

From time im-
memorial, this task
has been the work
of the prophets of
God. (Daniel's as-
signment, in the
court of heathen
kings, was a rare ex-
ception.) "John the
Baptist met sin with
open rebuke in men
of humble occupa-
tion and in men of
high degree." Se-
lected Messages,
book 2, 149. His
daring testimony to
King Herod cost
him his life.
The prophetess

to the Seventh-day
Adventist Church
was not exempt.
"The message we
bear," she wrote in 1897, "must be as
direct as was the message of John.
There are special duties to be donc, spe-
cial reproofs to be given in this period of
the earth's history. The Lord will not
leave His church without reproofs and
warnings." Ibid., 151. "The Lord has
been giving messages to His people,
through the instruments He has chosen,
and He would have all take heed to the
admonitions and warnings He sends:'
Ibid., 150.

Do we notice that plural word, "in-
struments"? "Does anyone suppose that
the messages of warning will not come
to those whom God reproves? The ones
reproved may rise up in indignation
and seek to bring the law to bear upon
God's messenger, but in doing this,

they are not bringing the law upon the
messenger, but upon Christ, who gave
the reproof and the warning. When
men endanger the work and cause of
God by their own wrong course of
action, shall they hear tlO voice of re-
proof?" She goes on to declare that
when the wrongdoer's "course of ac-
tion is doing positive harm to the cause
of truth, and souls arc imperiled, God
requires that the warning be as broad
as the injury done." Ibid., 152-153.
The writer herself, inspired by God,
did it fearlessly when occasion de-
manded. But now this chosen messen-
ger has long been sleeping in her grave.
Must the church be without any such
voice today? No indeed! For even in
that very same letter of 1897 from

which the above
words ha ve been
taken, notice this ur-
gent call:
"God calls for

men of decided fidel-
ity. He has no use in
an emergency for
two-sided men. He
wants men who will
I'll' their hand upon a
wrong work and say,
"This is not accord-
ing to the will of
God.' " Ibid., 153.

Asa most challeng-
ing illustration of what
these words might
mean, note what Mrs.
White wrote "To Our
Leading Physicians" in
1904. It was at a most
critical time in the his-
tory of this movement,
when Dr. J. H. Kellogg,
head of the famous
Battle Creek Sani-
tarium, was leading the
way into apostasy. Here
are a few excerpts:

"Where are His
watchmen? Are they
standing on the high
tower, giving the dan-

ger signal, or arc they allowing the peril
to pass unheeded? .

'"\Vill the men in our institutions keep
silent, allowing insidious fallacies to be
promulgated to the ruin of souls? ..

"For years our physicians have been
trained to think that they must not give
expression to sentiments that differ from
those of their chief. Oh, that they had
broken the yoke! Oh, that they had called
sin by its right name!

"My message to you is: No longer
consent to listen without protest to the
perversion of truth.

'f1Ie lale Elder Paul Fell was a rerired Sevel1lh-
day Adl'l'lIfisl pastor at rhe rime he wrole this
arficle.
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Israel that do feed lhemselvc..;;! should
nol the shepherds feed the f1ocksT'
Ezekiel 34:2.

"Woe be unto the pastors that destroy
and scatter the sheep of my pasture!
saith the LORD." Jeremiah 23: 1.

A growing number of our most consci-
cntious and intelligent c1lUrch mcmbers con-
sider the church they deeply love to be in a
condition of general apostasy. The rapid
growth of membership in neighboring and
distant lands is small comfort 10 them. If
only God had nevcr spoken with such
clarity and power through His chosen mes-
senger to thc remnant, they could find
encouragement in things as they arc, but
they have caught a vision of things as tlley
were meant to be, and can nevcr rest content
until they sec Ulat vision rCHlized.

They would like to give wholehearted
support to our educational work. the larg-
est Protestant educational system in the
world today. However, when that system,
particularly on its higher levels, is mea-
sured against the plan given us by Inspi-
nltion, they find themselves deeply dis-
tressed and perplexed. They eannol help
but know that the world's standards and
thl.:. world's plans have come to dominatc
our schools more and morc. Cnmpuscs
have been built, curriculums hnve been
SCi up, recreational programs have
developed. to resemble those of the
world's institutions. And a large propor-
tion of our church mL:mbership, who want
what the world has to offer, arc only
dissatisfied that it is not morc so. Most
disconcerting of all, perhaps, is the dis-
turbing realization that practically all of
the who for a generation or two
have been training our ministers, have
secured their advanced degrees in the
schools of spiritual Babylon. The memory
of what led to the council ut Glacier
View, (wei what was learned therc of the
opinions and beliefs of many or our most
influelltial leaders Hlld scholars, raises
questions as to who should be chosen to
instruct our children.

1l1CSCconscientiousmembersme tlui lIed
and thank'ful for our health mc..,'.;age, and for
the well-developed progmm of preventive
medicine and treaunent with simple natuml
remedics, developed before the end of the
last century. Trdgically, before most of us
werc bam. our sanitariums were losing the
distinctive features that name was intended
to represent, until the name itself became a
symbol of hypocrisy and was discarded.
Today the sccne is dominatcd by our na-
tional Adventist Health System. carefully
structured to catTY on the world's medical

words of censure spoken regarding the
men upon whom rt:s( such weighty re-
sponsibilities. " Special Testimonies, Se-
ries B, No.2, 41.

And another solemn waming we need
to keep constantly in mind: "Satan would
be pleased to have anyone and everyone
become his allies to weaken the confi-
dence of brother in brother. and to sow
discord among those who profess to be-

lieve the truth.... -. What a tragedy when
"the tongue that should have been used
to the glory of God in speHking words of
hope and faith and confidence in God's
workmen has tllmed away a soul from
Jesus Christ"! Selecred Messages, book
2,70.

Has the prophetic Voice been contra-
dicting itself? No indeed! It is just thai
we must ever keep in mind that "impos-
siblc" but Illost nCCl:SSHry partnership in
Goers true church, the partnership be-
tween separation and unify. This delicate
balance is beautifully expressed in the
following paragraph:

"As they assimilate their character to the
divine Pattern, men will not guard their own
personal digniry. With jealous, sleepless,
loving, devoted interest. they will guard the
sacred interest of the church from the evil
which threatens to dim and cloud the glory
that God intends shall shine forth through
her. They will sec that Sntan's devices have
no place or countenance in her by encourag-
ing faultfinding, gossiping, cvilspeaking,
and accusing of the brethren; for those
things would weaken and overthrow her.'"
Testimonies to Milli.ster.o;;, 406-407. Tmc. it
is all too often the refonner, the stalwart
defender of the faith who occomes the
innocent victim of malicious tongues. But
he himself needs constantly to beware lest.
perhaps in defending himself, he be sucked
into rendering evil for evil.

Sheep Versus Shepherds

"Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the
shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of

"Has your obedience to men become
rebellion against God?" SeleCled Mes-
sages, book I, 198.

These were not physicians in private
practice, on an independent income. They
were denominational employees, directly
accountable to the man God was calling
upon them to rebuke. As medical mission-
aries, He intended them to consider their
work not a "job," but a sacred calling.

True, it is
becomes

all too often the reformer, ". who
the innocent victim of malicious

tongues. But he himself needs constantly to
beware lest, perhaps in defending himself, he be
sucked into rendering evil for evil.

What then, on occasion, may be the
responsibility of our conference workers,
or of Advelllist workers employed in our
Adventist Health System, or perhaps of
the fnculty members in our educational
institutions? Is there danger today that
"obedience 10 111cn" 111'q cven now be-
come "rebellion agninst God"?

"Ib keep our balance in this delicate area,
will it not be well for us all to rcmember
"how great arc the responsibilities ofmen in
holy oRiee," and be slow to find fault with
them in bearing heavy burdens? It has been
forty years since I was called to pastor
Seventh-day Adventist Churches, working
under the leadership of local and higher
conference officials. During that time J
have known at least some of them 10
whom, f believe, the following testimony
could apply:

"In this perilous lime the Lord has
given LIS men of His choice to stand as
the leaders of His people." The next
words me of God's conditional
promises made to Solol11on: "If these
men will keep humble and prayc.;rful,
ever making Christ their confidant, lis-
lening to and obeying His words. the
Lord wil1lcad and strengthen them. God
has chosen Elder Daniels to bear respon-
sibilities, and has promised to make him
capable by His grace of doing the work
entrusted to him. The responsibilities of
the position he occupies arc great, and
the tax upon his strength and courage is
severe; and the Lord calls upon us to
hold up his hands. as he strives with all
powers of mind and body to advclllcc the
work. Let LIS rcfuse 10 listen to thc
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Our children generally are so influenced by
TV watching that such members often

prefer teaching their own children at home to
subjecting them to the constant influence of
even their "Adventist" peers.

program under the Adventist name. Be-
causc many of its workcrs arc tme believers
anclloving and lovablc Christians, mecting
thc public where and when it hurts the most,
it is indced a n1Co:1.ns through which souls £ire
being WOIl 10 Christ and His message for
this hour. For this we arc deeply thankful.
TI1C labors of these consccrdted workers are
not in vain.

Here again, it is easy for those of us on
the sidelines 10 expound as "annchair gen-

eraIs:' in condemnation of those who for
many years have been having to make the
hard decisions. Our organized medical work
did not become what it is ovemight. One
step has led to another. Policies become
institutions. Administrators must stat1, not
with what they want, but with what exists.
As a consequence, it needs to be frankly
recognized that the counsel given us by
Inspiration was not for this sort of program
at all. The principles involved in the divine
"blueprint" h"ve gradually become 50 com-
promised tll.11 they cannot be consistently
followed within the stmcture we now have.
Weare "unequally yoked"' with unbelievers
in that system on so many points that no true
reform is possible without a most dmstic
reversal of policy. Our church and medical
leadership, thcrefore, on \\'hom the present
responsibility rests. need both our sympathy
and our most earnest prayers.

Even without the peril of our prcscnt
indebledness, we have abundant cause to
tremble. "Sanitariums werc to rcfoml the
medical practices of physicians'" Medical
Millisr,-.", 27. What these words could have
mcant sixty or morc years ago is being
remarkably demonstraled today in small
"self-supporting" institutions such as
Weimar, Wildwood, and Uchee Pines. It is
to such as these that surprising number of
prominent church le'.lders have had to tum
in recent years for help that standard medi-
cal practice is not equipped to provide.

This same class of faithful church
members are dceply concerned with the
tide of worldliness that has been sweep-
ing into the church now for many years.

It has come to be regarded as "legalistic"
and dcfinitely out of style to preach on
Christian standards, such as dress, recre-
ation, and even diet Our children gener-
ally arc so influcnccd by TV watching
that such membcrs often prefer teaching
their own childrcn at home to subjecting
them to the constant influence of even
their "Adventist"' peers. This course of
action should not be interpretcd as snob-
bishness. but as faithful stewardship of

Ihe priceless faith of our fathers. Unless
our children, like Jesus, can be raised
sufficiently "separute from sinners," their
lives and inOuence can never be a true
and lasting bencfit to a sinful and perish-
ing world. It is Ilot enough today to gel
out of the city. The spirit and the lifestyle
of the "city" must be gotten out of the
home at any cos\. Too few today arc
willing to pay that price.

What then are these "Iaymen" to do, in
the facc of predominant trends in today's
Seventh-day Adventist Church? The best
solution many of them have been able to
find is to go "sclf-supporting..' In practice,
over a period now of many years, this
cxpression has comc to be understood in
more thanlllerely financiallenns. It means
a degrce of institulional independence suf-
ficient to pennit free experimentation with
policies and prdclices patlemed after God's
revealed will. There may not a divine
"blueprint" that continues unaffected by
changes of time and circumstancc. But
beyond question therc are principles, broad
and finn outlines, that werc iJllendcd to
govem the policies of our schools and
medical institutions, as well as of individual
and family life.

One gifted leader in this ·'self-sup-
porting"' work went into it after fiftcen
years as a successful evangelist. Central
to his whole minislry has been an intlex-
ible cletermination to build, and 110t tear
down, the general work and organization
of the church. Though viewed with sus-
picion and sometimes with disdain by
many church administrators, enterprises

of this type have made remarkable
progress.

It is of interest that this "self-support-
ing" leader, though he h<sd entered upon
his work in counsel with church leaders,
was thought of by many as being a
"former minister." Because of technicali-
ties of official policy, he served without
ministerial credentials for many In
practice, however, this f,lct made no dif-
ference to those who believcd in his
ministry and appreciated Ihe fruitfulness
of his labors. Had he not been called by
God, and that calling publicly recog-
nized by His church in fonnally ordain-
ing him to the gospel ministry? Most
certainly. Had he not continued to faith-
fully pursue Ihat calling, even whcn no
longer directly supervised by church of-
ficials and supported by tithe? Indeed.
Then was he not truly a Seventh-day
Adventbit minister during the years when
a merc technicality of church policy pre-
vented him from being granted creden-
tials? Those who have heard him preach,
whether in the Wildwood Chapel or on
the camp meeting circuit, have ncver, or
hardly evcr, questioned whether or not to
call him "Elder"' W. D. Frazee.

There arc others, howcv0r, who have
felt conscience-bouncl to follow a more
radical approach. Most of these have
been "laymen:' A few havc been veteran
ministers and They see that
the revival and reformation, so earnestly
called for in the early 1970s have not
materialized. They arc convinced thai
something 1110re than a loving, loyal,
constructive example is necded. Without
minimizing the great blessing that has
comc through our self-supporting institu-
tions. they believe it is long past time for
someone to "cry illoud.'"

God's prophet to Seventh-day Ad-
ventists is slecping in Jesus. When it
comes to these perplexing issues, what
counscl has been left us through this
inspired channel? Here believing students
of this literature are not now fully agreed.
The calls for both separation and unity

so evenly balanced, and so insepa-
rable, that our cmphasis may well de-
pend on our expericnce. Is our sighing

crying to be done only in the secret
of our prayer closet? From one point of
view that to be the only answer.
How can we hope to effectively win
souls, gathering thel11 into the fellowship
of the church, withoLit showing respect
lor its leadership and loyalty to its poli-
cies and institutions? "We must keep
before the world a united front. Satan
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will triumph to sce differences among
Adventists:' Counsel.'" to

WriTers and EdifOrs, 76.
-nlcrc is no need to doubt, to be fearful

that thc work will not succeed. God is at the
hcad of the work, and He will sel everything
in order. If matters need adjusting at the
head of the work, God will allend to lhat,
and work 10 right every wrong." Selected
Messages, book 2,390. It is not surprising,
thercfore. that workers
under the innm:neeofWildwood leadership
do their besl to cOIl1bine loyal eo-opcration
with church Icadcrship \\ith their own re-
fOnlHnindcd swndards and policies. Though
deeply by what they believe to be
downward trends in the church. they con-
finc their prOicsts to <t positive example.

There is a danger herc, however, that
has long brought concern to some in <Jnd
out of this movement. This danger is
too oftcn the lillIe institutional family
bccomt.:s satisfied with its own correct-

washing it.... hands of responsibility
for the conduct of the rest of the church
and its institutions. The thought surfacc-'i,
"Well. if thaI's what they want to do, kt
them clo it. It's not our

But it is our business! Every church
1TI011lber has a share of rcsponsibiliiy for
the m'lIl<lgcmcnt of the church
tion and its institutions. We h<:lve a repre-
sentative govcl1lmcnt, and a slum.: in clect-
ing at the local conference officers.
Thc conference acadl.:my is our acad-
emy. The union conference college is
our coJJege. Even the Health
System and all its hospitals .md business
cllterprises belong to the Scvcnth-day
Adventist Church and its North Ameri-
can Illembership. When our study of the
coullsel of God convinces us thar our
church is in a deepening condition of
apostasy. what docs Hc want us to do?
Preach the truth where we live ex-
emplary lives: run our lillie schools, OUf
health-care and other projects as failh-
fully as we know how according to God's
counsel. Thcse certainly comc first, and
arc indispcnsable. Then what? No more?
The "shaking:' by which thc purific,itioll
of the remnant church is to be
plish0d, is to be "caused by the straight
testimony called forth by the cOllnsel of
the True \VilIlCSS 10 the Laodiccans...
Somc will not bear this straight testimony.
They will rise ap against it, and this is
what will C<.lllse a shaking among God's
people:' Early Writings, 270. It is a
John-thc-Baptist ministry. "in the spirit
and power of Elijah." The very ·'destiny
of the church" hangs upon it. Though
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given in Heavcn-born love, it will re-
quire somc vcry plain speaking. for "lhe
Lord will not leave His church without
reproofs and warnings:' "God calls for
men of decided fidciity. He has no lise in
an cmcrgellcy for two-sided mcn. He
wants men who will lay their hand upon
i.l wrong work ami say, 'This is not ac-
cording to tIl(' will of God.' .. Selected
Messages, book 2, 151- J53.

More than sevcnty years ago thc cou-
rugeous editor of our church paper dan.:d
to stimd up for some whom olhers must
have been caJling "critics." "We need to
be carefuL" he counseled, "that while we
decry CXlrcmes. we do not refrain from
advoc,Jting right, standards. A
thousandfold more honor to the
minded believers who in thdr lack of
cxpcrience and possibly their ignorance,
lake extremc positions while they arc
endeavoring to cry out again.st the grow-
ing license and evil of the present
than to the intelligent and liberal-minded

Adventists who hold their
pCHCC they that they will be
classed with the radical and the extfCme. ,.
Redell' £lnd Herald, May 26. 1926.

There arc among us today some who
have given up the comfort ,md security
of denominational employment in the
hope of setting a good example and cry-
ing OUI 'lgainsl what they believe to be
wrong. Should all of these be banned
from our pulpits and shunned by loyal
church l1lemocrs':J This is cerwinly a most
delicate maUer. Discernment is needed if

me to know what spirit is working
through such a person.

"Sman well knows thai $lIcceSScan only
attend order and harmonious action." There
arc "devoted souls" who "consider it H
virtlle to boast of Iheir freedom to think and
act indclx:ndcntly. They will not take any
man's say-so. TI1CY <Ire amenablc to no man.
I was shown that it is Satan's special work
to lead mCTl to feci that it is God's order for
them to strike out for thcmselves and choose
thcir own course independent of their breth-
ren:' 'lestimollies to Mini.'ifers, 29.

Perhaps the secret is found in the
foJlowing counsel: ·'When the Lord gives
a man a message. He gives with it sOllle-
thing whereby His peopk Illay know thai
the mcssage is from Him. God does not
ask His people to believe everyone who
comt,;S to thcm wilh a message. The Lord
sends warnings to His people, not to
destroy them, but to correct their errors:"
Selected Messages. book 2, 71. In the
words of ll'sus Himself, '·By their fruits
ye shall know them."

We havt.: seen that, as importanl as
unily is to the succcs..<.; of cause,
iruth is even morc so. "We an: to unify.
but not on a platform of error:' Mallu-
script Releases, vol. 15.259. "The min-
istry, the pulpit, and the press demand
mcn likc Caleb, who will do and dare,
men whose eyes are single to detect trulh
from whose cars arc consecrated
to catch the words from the faithful
Watcher.... 1estimollies to Ministers, 407.

··Satan has laid evcry
sible that nothing sh,111 COIllC al1long
as a pcople to reprove :l11d rebuke
and exhort LIS to put away our errors....
In the past God has r'lbed lip and
He still has men of opportunily waiting,
prepared to do His bidding-men who
will go through restrictions which arc
only as wall..... daubed with untcmpcred
mortar. When God puts His Spirit UPOll
men. the)' will work. They will proclaim
the Word of the Lord; they will lift "I'
their voice like a trumpet. The truth will
not be diminished or lose its power in
their hands. They will show the people
their transgressions, and the house of
Jacob their sins,'" Ibid., 411.

Down through all lhe ages. this call
to reformation has beeTl the work or the
prophetic And Gael will choose
any individual He can besl use lo give it,
regardless of occupation, gender, race,
rank in His l:hurch. or degree of
tion. ··When light goes forth to lighten
the earth, imaead of coming up to the
help of the Lord," there are somc who
"will want to bind about His work to
meet thcir narrow ideas. Let me tell you
thai the Lord will work in this last work
in a manncr very much oul of
mon order of things, and in a way thai
will be contrary to any human plHTlllillg.
... God will u:::>c ways and means by
which it will be seen tlHlt He is taking
the reins in His OWTl hands. The workcrs
will be surprised by the simple means
thai He will use to bring. about and
perfect His work of righteousnc!>..o;:' fbid.,
300.

Separation and unity-an impossibk
partnership! Whatever our position in
Goel's true church, tllay He give us grace
to humble our heartS, to put away our
sins and petty differences, to pr<:ty for the
outpouring of His Holy Spirit. and to
follow at whatever the cost. "all the COUIl-
of God:' Paul did not shun to declare

it. See Acts 20:27. We dare nol rcfuse to
obey. Then, and then alone, can we ever
be truly OUt!. 0



--PartS

THEN if any man shall say unto
yOll, La, here is Christ, or there;
believe illlOI. For there shall arise

false Christs, nnd false prophets, and shall
shew signs and wonclers; insomuch
that if it were possible, they shall deceive
the very elect. Behold, I have told you
before. Wherefore if they shall say unto
you, Behold. he is in the desert; go not
1'01111: behold, he is in the secret chambers;
believe it not. For as the lightning cometh
out of the cast, and shinclh even unto the
west; so shall also the coming of the Son
of mau be." Matthew 24:23-27.

Here, again, the waming regarding the
destruction of./crusalem is blended with the
waming of the Second Advent. The dis-
ciples heard Christ's words, but they did nOI
then fully understand them. It was necessary
for the Holy Spirit to guide thC111 into nil
truth. bringing to their remcmbrance al1
things that Christ had said to them. They
could not understand why He connected the-
perils of the overthrow of Jerusalem with
Ihe perilsofthe last days. BUllhosc who live
in this age may understand Christ '$ waming,
and should place it in the period where it

belongs. The gospel must be carried to
every kingdom under heaven, and then shall
the end come.

Christ knew that the disciples could not
comprehend the instruction He had given
them in answer to their question, "When
shall these things be? and what shall be the
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the
world?" Matthew 24:3. He knew the terrible
fUlure of the once-chosen people of God;
but Hc knew, also, that His disciples could
not then fully understand His description of
the fearful scones to be enacted at the
destruction of Jerusalem. In His answer, the
two events-Ihe destruction of Jerus"llcrn,
and thcend orthe world-were merged into
one. It was in mercy to His disciples that
Christ blended these events, lcaving them to
study out the meaning for themselves.

Chrisl had made every ellonto keep His
disciples infonned in regard to the truth. Hc
had given them every opportunity 10 know
the truth. He had invitcd them to put their
confidcnce in Him as the Messiah, and in
His mission ancl work, but they haclnot yct
a proper of the nature of His
kingdom. They were thrilled with c1istrcssas

Ellen G. White

they listened 10 His lamentation over Jerusa-
lem; but they did not realize the tnle mean-
ing of His words. Had Christ opened the
future to them as Hesaw it, they would have
been unable to endure the scenc. To thc last,
they looked for a temporal kingdom, to be
established at Jemsalcm. Christ's revelation
of the scenes to take place at the dcstruction
of Jerusalem, they associated with His per-
sonal coming, when He Himself would
punish the Jews, but would also free them
from Roman bondage. He had told thcm
definitely that He would come a second
time, and they thought that probably His
judgments would fall upon those who had
rejected His love. He would then, they
thought, lay low cvery stone in the templc;
for they believed that no earthly power
could do this.

But long beforc Christ's Second Com-
ing, retribution fell upon the apostate
nation, which was still further to show its
hatred against Christ by its treatment of
His followers.

From the d0$truction ofJenlsalem, Christ
passcd on to a much greater cvent-the last
link in the chain of this earth's history-the
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T he great work from which the mind should
not be diverted, is the consideration of our

safety in the sight of God. The storm is coming,
relentless in its fury. Are we prepared to meet
it?

coming of the Son of God in majcsty and
glory. nimmediately after the tribulation of
those days:' He said, "shall the sun be
darkcned, and lhe moon shall not give her
light, and lhe stars shall fall from heavcll,
and thc powers of the hcavens shall be
shaken: and then shall appcar sign of the
Son of man in heaven: and thcn shall all the
tribes of the ci:lrth mOUIll, when thcy shall
sce thc Son of Illan coming in the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory. And he
shall send his angcls with a grem sound of
i:I trumpet, and Ihey shall gather together his
elect from Ihe four wind." from onc end of
heavcn to the other'" Matthew 24:29-31.

Christ gave special dircctions in regard
to this event. '·Now learn a parablc ofll1C fig
trcc," he said; "when his branch is yel

tender, and putteth forth leavcs, ye know
thai sUl1lmcris nigh: so likewise yc, when yc
slmll secall these things, know that it is near,
even at the doors. Verily Isay unto you, This
generation [the generation that saw thc
signs I shall not pass, till all these things be
fulfilled. Heaven and elll1h shall pass away,
but my wOl"cL" shall not pass nway'" Mat-
thew 24:32-35.

"But or that clay and hour knowcth
110 man, 110, not the angels of hC,IVCIl, but
my Father only." Matthew 24:36. Christ
plainly said that He Himself could not
makc known the day or the hour of His
Second Appearing. Had He been at lib-
erty to make this lime known. what nced
would there have been for Him 10 exhort
His followcrs to mainwin an attitude of
earnest watehfulncss, living, working, and
waiting as if" their timc WilS not their
own, but the Lord's; cultivating fidelity,
faith, and love; and purifying the soul
through the truth?

Christ told His disciples that the time of
His coming was involved in secrecy; yet
nOlwithstanding this, there have been and
will be those who claim 10 know when this
great event will take place. Very earnest they
lire in trying to nmp out the future, which U1C
Lord has placed in a thick cloud; and
notwithstanding thcir thcy continue
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their work. But their reasoning is false, and
the Lord has wamcd thcm ofT the ground
they occupy; for the coming of the Son of
man is God's myslery. "Secret things oclong
ulllO the LORD our God: bUI those thing::.
which arc revealed belong unto us and to
our chi Idrcn for evcr.·' Deutcronomy 29:29.

"But as the days of Noe \Vere;' Christ
continued, "so shall also Ihe coming of the
Son of man be. For as in thc days that were
beforc the flood they were cHting and drink-
ing, marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day that DC entered into the ark, and
kncw not until thc nood eamc, and took
them all away; so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be."- Matthcw 24:37-39.
Christ docs nOI herc bring to vicw a tcmpo-
mlmillenniulll-a thousand yem"S in which

all arc to pn.:parc forctcrnity. He tclls us that
as it was in Noah's day, so will it re when
the Son of man comcs.

How was it in Noah's daY?-"God
saw Ihat the wickcdnes..;;; of Illan
great in and that every imagi-
nation of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually." Genesis 6:5. Had
man with God, then:: would
have been no Cain worshipers. Abel's
example of obedience would have
followed. Men might have worked out
the will of God. They might have obeyed
His Jaw, and in obedience they would
have found salvmion. God and Ihe heav-
enly universe would have helped Ihem to
rctain the divine likeness. Longevity
would have been preserved: and God
would have delighted in the work of His
hands. But the inhabitants of the antedi-
luvian world turned from Jehovah, refus-
ing to do His will. Thcy followcd their
unholy imagination and ideas.
"God looked upon the earth, and, be-
hold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had
corrupted his way upon the earth. And
God said unto oah. Make thee an
ark of gopher wood: rooms shalt thou
make in the nrk, and shnh pitch it within
and without with pitch.... And, behold,
I, even I, do bring a tlood of waters upon

the earth, 10 destroy ;:111 flesh, wherein is
the brcmh of life, from under heaven;
and everything that is in Ihe earth shall
die:' Gencsis 6:12-17.

Remcmber the warning, "As the d<Jys
of Noe were, so shall also the coming of
the Son or man be'" It was of
the wickedness or the inhabitants of the
old world, that they were destroyed; and
today the world is following in the
way. No f1allering signs of millennial
glory arc to be seell. Human
open their law books, pronouncc
sentence against those who do not keep
their laws. But those who framc ,1Ild
enforce these laws arc themselves trans-
gressors of God's Imv, and their trans-
gression is filling the earth with wicked-
ness. Betting, horseracing, gambling,
dissipation, lustful practices, unwmable
passions, arc fast filling the earth with
violence <mel moral pollulion. Bank fail-
ures ruin IhOUS<lncls of families. Widows
and orphans arc left to slarve. Every
species of indulgcnce prevails. Men have
becomc so infaluated with vice that they
will not listen 10 warnings or <.Ippeals.

"Walch therefore: for yc know not
whcll hour your Lord doth come...
Who thcn is a faithful and wise servanl,
whom his lord hath made ruler ovcr his
household, to give thcm mcat in due
season? Blcs!:'ed is Ihat servant, whom
his lord when hc cometh find so
doing. Verily I say 1Il1l0 you, That he
shall make him ruler over all his goods.
But and if that evil servant shall S3Y in
his heart, My lord dclayeth his coming;
and shall bcgin to smite his fellow-ser-
vants, <Ind to cat and drink with the
drunken; the lord of Ihat scrvllnt shall
come in a day he looketh not ror
him, and in an hour lhat he is n01 aW<lrC
of, and shall cui him asunder, and ap-
point him his portion with the hypo-
crites: Ihae shall be wceping and gnash-
ing of tecth. ,. Matthew

This is the day of the Lord's prepara-
tioll. He says: "Behold, I comc as a thief.
Blessed is he that watcheth, and kcepcth
his garments, lest he walk naked, and
they s(:e his shamc." Rcvdalion 16: 15.
The great work from which the mind
should not be diverted, is the consider-
ation of our safety in the sight of God.
The storm is coming, relentless in its
fury. Are we preparcd to meet it? Arc
our feCI on the Rock of Ages'! Arc \Ve
one with Christ, as He is one with the
Father? 0

Re\'ielt' Gild Herald, Decemba 27, 1898.



The Promised Land
THEN answered Petcr and Ullto

him. Behold, we have forsaken
all, and followed thee; what shall

we have therefore? And Jesus said Ullto
them, Verily I say unto you, that yc
which have followed 111e, in the regell-
eration when the Son of man shall sit in
the throne of his glory, yc also shall sit
upon twelve throncs, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. And everyone that hath
forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters,
or father, or mother, or wife, or children,
or Inncls, for my name's sake, shall re-
ceive an hundredfold, and shall inherit
cvcrla.sting life."" Matthew 19:27-29.

did not rebuke Peler for inquir-
ing aboLit their future reward. In ,1Ilswcr
to his question He assured the disciples
of a compensation that fHf exceeded their
expectation and comprehension. In the
kingdom of glory they would be kings
ruling over the twelve nations of the
saved. great and pre-
cious promises" of a "gre;"t recompense

of reward"' occupy a large place in the
Scriptures and has been one of the chief
factors in leading men and women to
decisions for righteousness and against
iniquity. The promises of "the
ance of the saints in light" have made
buoyant the spirits of the Christian
grims in all ages as they have journeyed
through the cncmy's country toward their
homeland. Faith is declared to be "the
substance of things hoped for, the evi-
dence of things not seen." Hebrews 1t: I.
Most of the hopes of God's people cell-
tcr in the divine promises of rewards that
are unseen because invisible except
through the eye of faith.

Vision of Future

It was the promise of the restored
dominion that buoyed up the drooping
spirits of Adam and Eve after they were
driven from Paradis\,;: This was also the
secret of Enoch's 300-year walk with

God which ended in his translation. "But
Enoch's hemt was upon his eternal trea-
sures. He had looked upon the cdestial
city. He had seen the King in His glory
in the midst of Zioll. The greater the
existing iniquity, the more earnest was
his longing for the home of God. While
still on eanh, he dwelt. by faith, in the
realms of light." 'testill/ollies. vol. 8, 330-
331.

The vision of thl: future rewarcl was
also one of the secrets of Christ's Cal-
vary victory. "What sustained the Son of
God in His betrayal and trial? He saw
the travail of His soul and was salisfied.
He caught a vkw of the l:xpanse of
eternity and saw the happiness of those
who through His humiliation should re-
ceive pardon and everlasting life.... His
ear caught the shout of the redeemed. He
heard the ransomed ones singing the song
or Moses and the Lamb'" Ibid., 43-44.
Sec also Hebrews 12:2.

The Exodus Movement

It was his "respect lInto the recom-
pense of the reward" that influenced
Moses to make the momentous decisions
that resulted in his being chosen by the
Lord to becomc the visible te<:lder of the
Exodus movement. Sec Hebrews 1J :24-
27. Moses \Vas able to endurc all the
privations and hardships of the journey
rrom Egypt to Canaan because he kept
his eyes on "Him who is invisible" and
his faith ccntered on the promised
wards that werc out or sigh\. It was the

regarding the land of Canaan
that made it possible to persuade the
lsraelitcs to leave Egypt anel make the
long and weary journey through the bar-
rcn wilderncss. The oft repetition of these
promises helped keep the movement
gether and furnished inspiration for the
marching multitudes. In time of crisis
and discouragemcilt thc hope of reward
prevented them from returning to the
land of their bondage.

A Goodly Land

"And the LORD said, I have surely
seen the anliction of my people which
<Irc in Egypt, and have heard their cry by
reason of their taskmasters; for I know
their sorrows; and I am come down to
deliver them out of thc hand of the
lians, and to bring them up out of that
land unto a good land and a large, unto a
land flowing with milk and honey; unto
the place of the Canaanites, and the
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T he Promised Land of the Advent movement
is the heavenly Canaan which is the whole

earth redeemed and restored to its original state.

Hiltites, and the Amorites, and the
Pcrizzites, and the Hivites, and the
Jebusites." Exodus 3:7 -8.

The statement: "A land flowing with
milk and honey" is a symbol of fertility
and prosperity and is repeated twenty
different times. The promised inheritance
of the Hebrews is further described in

Deuteronomy 6: 10-11; II: 10-12; Ezek-
iel 20:6.

In Psalm 106:24 Palestine is called
"the pleasant land" or "the land of de-
sirc."-Margin. The angel Gabriel de-
scribes the homeland of the Jews as "the
glorious land" or "the goodly land." See
Di:lnicl 11: 16, margin. When the twelve
spies returned from a forty-day tour of
the Promised Land they reponed that it
was all that the Lord had promised and
they brought samples of its fruit. Caleb
and joshua declared that it "is exceeding
good land."

An Inheritance

The Lord told the Israelites that the
Promised Land would be an inheritance
so they would not feel that they had
obtained it on the basis of purchase or
conquest. They were to inherit the Land
of Promise. Sec Exodus 6:4, 8; Numbers
34:2; Psalm 105:44.

The faci that the land was a gift on
the basis of inheritance was commemo-
rated in a song. See Psalm 44: 1-3. The
size of this inheritance is given in Num-
bers 34: 1-12. The territory of the two
and one-half tribes on the "'1st side of the
Jordan was to reach to the River
Euphrates. "To the heights of Lebanon in
the far distance, to the shores of the
Great Sea, and away to the banks of the
Euphrates in the cast-all was to be
theirs:' Patriarchs and Prophets, 482.
The promise was that it would be '"a
good land and a large."

That the Lord planned to gradually
expand the Land of Promise to embrace
the whole earth is evident from the fact
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thai when the promise was made to
Abraham it embraced the whole carth.
See Romans 4: 13.

Vision of Moses

Just before his death Moses was given
a vision of the Promised Land from which

he was to be excluded because of his sin
of impatience, "And now a panoramic
view of the Land of Promise was pre-
sented to him. Every part of the country
was spread out before him, not faint and
uncertain in the dim distance, but stand-
ing out clear, distinct, and beautiful to
his delighted vision. In this scene it, was
presented, not as it then appeared, but as
it would become, with God's blessing
upon it, in possession of Israel. He
seemed to be looking upon a second
Eden. There were mountains clothed with
cedars of Lebanon, hills gray with olives
and fragrant with the odor of the vine,
wide green plains bright with flowers
and rich in fruitfulness, here the palm
trees of the tropics, there waving fields
of wheat and barley, sunny valleys musi-
cal with the ripple of brooks and the
song of birds, goodly cities and fair gar-
dens, lakes rich in 'the abundance of the
seas," grazing flocks upon the hillsides,
and even among the rocks the wild bee's
hoarded treasure. It was indeed such a
land as Moses, inspired by the Spirit of
God, had described to Israel." Palri-
arc/Is and Prophets. 472.

This vision of God's prophet was
then merged into a view of the whole
earth when restored to its Edenic beauty
and inhabited by the redeemed.

Land Occupied

The Promised Land was already oc-
cupied by thirty nations, each of which
was greater in numbers than that of the
Hebrews. These nations had been given
opportunity to know Jehovah, but they
had rejected Him for the worship of false

gods and had sinned away their day of
grace. The Lord could not give the Prom-
ised Land to His people till these nations
and their inhabitants had filled up the
cup of their iniquity. This would happen
in a specified generation. See Genesis
15:13-16.
The nations and people occupying

the Promised Land were to be "utterly"'
destroyed. See Deuteronomy 7: 1-2. The
destro)'ing would be done by the Lord
through His destroying angel who would
"cut them off." See Exodus 23:23; 33: 1-
2. As weapons of destruction the Lord
would use "hornets:' "plagues" and "hail-
stones." See Exodus 23:28; Joshua 10: II.

Heavenly Canaan

The Promised Land of the Advent
movement is the heavenly Canaan which
is the whole earth redeemed and restored
to its original state, "But the meek shall
inherit the earth; and shall delight them-
selves in the abundance of peace." Psalm
37: II. "Blessed are the meek: for they
shall inherit the earth." Matthew 5:5.

"Therefore sprang there even of one,
and him as good as dead, so many as the
stars of the sky in multitude, and as the
sand which is by the sea shore innumer-
able. These all died in faith, not having
reccived the promises, but having seen
them afar off, and were persuaded of
them, and embraced them, and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrims on
the earth. For they that say such things
deelare plainly that Ihey seck a country.
And truly, if they had been mindful of
that country from whence Lhey came out,
they might have had opportunity to have
returned. But now they desire a better
country, that is, an heavenly: whereforc
God is not ashamcd to be called Lheir
God: for he hath prepared for them a
city." Hebrews II: 12-16.

The heavenly Canaan, like the earthly,
comes to God's people by inheritance
and is a gift of God received by faith.
Just as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the
twelve patriarchs were pilgrims and
strangers in a land which they "should
after receive for an inheritance;' so are
all of God's people, throughoul the reign
of sin. pilgrims and strangers in a world
which will come to them by inheritance.
This Promised Land is now occupied by
wicked nations who will have been given
every opportunity to know the Lord and
His truth. The complete rejection of God's
last warning message under the latter
rain will fill up their cup of iniquity. The



And in the clays ofthese kings shall the God
ofheaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be

destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left: to other
people, but it shall break inpieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

Lord cannot give the earth to His chosen
people till the inhabitants of the earth
have sinned away their day of grace.
When "the times of the Gentiles" are
"fulfilled," probation will close and the
final preparation will be made for the
saints to inherit t.he earth.

Ullel"iy Destroyed

The Lord has promised to destroy
utterly all earthly nations and all sinners:

"Thou sawest till that a stone was cut
out without hands, which smote the im-
age upon his feet that were of iron ancl
clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was
the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver,
and the gold, broken to pieces together,
and became like the chaff of the summer
threshingfloors; and the wind carried them
away, that no place was found for them:
and the stone that smote the image be-
came a greal mountain, and filled the
whole earth. " And in the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed:
and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest
that the stone was cut out of the moun-
tain without hands, and that it brake in
pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the
silver, and the gold; the great God hath
made known to the king what shall come
to pass hereafter: and the dream is cer-
tain, and the interpretation thereof sure.
Daniel 2:34-35, 44-45.

"I will utterly consume all things from
off the land, saith the LORD. I will con-
sume man and beast; I wi 11 consume the
fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the
sea, and the stumblingblocks with the
wicked; and r will cut off man from off
the land, saith the LORD. . The great
day of the LORD is ncar, it is near, and
hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day
of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry
there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath,
a day of trouble and distress, a day of
wasteness and desolation, a day of dark-
ness and gloominess, a day of clouds and
thick darkness, a day of the trumpet and
alarm against the fenced cities, and
against the high towers. And r will bring
distress upon men, that they shall walk
like blind men, because they have sinned
against the LORD; and their blood shall
be poured out as dust, and their flesh as
the dang. Neither their silver nor their
gold shall be able to deliver them in the
day of the LORD'S wrath; but the whole

land shall be devoured by the fire of his
jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy
riddance of all them that dwell in the
land." Zephaniah 1:2-3, 14- 18.

"Behold, the day of the LORa cometh,
cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to
lay the land desolate: and he shall de-
stroy the sinners thereof out of it." Isaiah
13;9.
"Behold, the LORD maketh the earth

empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth
it upside down, and scattereth abroad the
inhabitants thereof. And it shall be, as
with the people, so with the priest; as
with the servant, so with his master: as
with the maid, so with her mistress; as
with the buyer, so with the seller; as with
the lender, so with the borrower; as with
the taker of usury, so with the giver of
usury to him. The land shall be utterly
emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the LORD
hath spoken this word. The earth
mourneth and fadeth away, the world
languisheth and fadeth away, the haughty
people of (he earth do languish. The
earth also is defiled under the inhabitants
thereof; because they have transgressed

the laws, changed the ordinance, broken
the everlasting covenant." lsaiah 24: 1-5.

This destruction will be accomplished
by "plagues" and "great hailstones."

"And it shall come to pass at the
same timc when Gog shall come against
the land of Israel. saith the Lord Goo,
that my fury shall come up in my face.
For in my jealousy and in the fire of my
wrath have I spoken, surely in that clay
there shall be a great' shaking in the land
of Israel; so that the fishes of the sea,
and the fowls of the heaven, and the
beasts of the field, and all creeping things
that creep upon the earth, and all the
men that are upon the face of the earth,
shall shake at my presence, and the moun-
tains shall be thrown down, and the steep
places shall fall, and every wall shall fall
to the ground. And [ will call for a sword
against him throughollt all my moun-
tains, saith the Lord GOD: every man's

sword shall be against his brother. And I
will plead against him with pestilence
and with blood, and I will rain upon him,
and upon his and upon the many
people that are with him, an overJlowing
rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brim-
stone." Ezekiel 38: 18-22;

"And I heard a great voice out of the
temple saying to the seven angels, Go
your ways, and pour out the vials of the
wrath of God upon the earth. And the
first went, and poured out his vial upon
the earth; and there fell a noisome and
grievous sore upon the men which had
the mark of t.he beast, and upon them
which worshipped his image. And the
second angel poured out his vial upon
the sea; and it became as the blood of a
dead man; and every living soul died in
the sea. And the third angel poured out
his vial upon the rivers and fountains of
waters; and they became blood. And I
heard the angel of the waters say, Thall
art righteous, 0 Lord, which art, and
wast, and shalt be, because thou hast
judged thus. For they have shed the blood
of saints and prophets, and tholl hast

given them blood to drink; for they are
wonhy. And I heard another out of the
altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty,
true and righteous arc thy judgments.
And the fourth angel poured out his vial
upon the sun; and power was given unto
him to scorch men with fire. And men
were scorched with great heat, and blas-
phemed the name of God, which hath
power over these plagues: and they re-
pented not to give him glory. And the
fifth angel poured out his vial upon the
seat of the beast; and his kingdom was
full of darkness; and they gnawed their
tongues for pain, and blasphemed the
God of heaven because of their pains
and their sores, and repemed nOI of their
deeds. And the sixth angel poured out
his vial upon the great river Euphrates;
and the water thereof was dried up, that
the way of the kings of the east might be
prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits
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I n the heavenly Canaan God's originalpurpose will be carried out "as if man had
never fallen." Eden, which means "a delightful
region" will be restored, and we can again enter
Paradise, "the garden of all delights."

like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon. and out of the mouth of the
beast, and out of the mouth of the false
prophet. For they arc the spirits of dev-
ils, working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth and of the
whole world, to gather thcm to the battle
of that great day of God Almighty. Be-
hold, I come as a thief. Blesscd is he thaI
watcheth, and keepeth his garmeills. lest
he walk nuked, and they sec his shame.
And he them together into a
place called in the Hebrew tongue Arma-
geddon. And the seventh angel poured
out his vial into the and there camc a
grcat voice out of the of
from the throne, saying, It is donc. And
there wcre voices, and thunders, and liglll-
nings; and there was a great earthquake.
such as was 1101 since mell were upon the
earth, so mighty an earthquake. and so
great. And the great city was divided
into three parts. and the cities of the
nations fell: and great Babylon came in
remembrance before God, to give unto
her the cup of the wille of the fierceness
of his wrath. And every island fled away,
and the mountains were not found. And
there fell upon men a great hail out of
heavell, every stone about the wcighl of
a ta lent: and mcn blasphemcd God be-
cause of the plague of the hail; for the
plague thereor was exceeding Rev-
elation 16.

The wicked will he burtled up root
lInd br"neh lInd shall '·be ashes under lhe
sales" of the feel of the righteous who
inhabil lhe lanel. Sec Malachi 4: 1-3. This
destruction has been delayed in the mercy
of God till lhe cup of iniquily is tilled to
the brim, and there is every evidence that
the day of vengeance is at hand.

"Evil workers have been treasuring
lip wrath against the day of WT<.lIh; and
when the time fully cOllles tlWI iniquity
shall have rcached the slated boundary
of Goel's mercy, His forbearance will
cease. When the figures in
heaven's record book."i shall mark the
sum of tf<lnsgression complcte, wr<.Ith will
come, unmixed with mcrcy." Testimo-
nies. vol. 5,524.

A Goodly Land

The he<lvenly Canaan is indeed a
goodly land. The earth will be com-
pletely restorcd to its original Edenic
stalC. nAnd hc shall send Jesus Christ,
which before was prcached unto you:
whom the heaven must receive until the
times of restitution or all things, which
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God h"lh spoken by Ihe moulh of all his
holy prophets since the world began."
Aels 3:20-21.

"Restitution" means to bring back to
a former state or condition. The earth
will be made "like Eden" and "Iike the
garden of the LORD." Sec Isaiah 51 :3.

Paul declared that when the perfect
state of things is cOllle. all that is im-

perfcct will be brought to an end. nBut
when that which is perfect is comc.
then that which is in part shall be done
ilway'" I Corinthians 13:10. This per-
fect stale of things is described in many
lexlS. Sec Isai"h 11:4-9, 35:3-10;
60:18-21; 65:17-25; 66:22-23; Rev-
elation 21 and 22.

Aftcr vicwing earthly Canaan
fro1111he summit of Mount Ncbo. Moses
was givcn a vision or the ncw earth:
"Still another scene opens to his view-
the earth freed from the curse, lovelier
than thc fair Land of Promise so lately
spread out before him. There i:s no sin,
and death cannot enter. There the na-
tions of the saved find their eternal
home. With joy unutterable Moses
looks upon the scene-the fulfillment
of a more glorious deliver<.lnce than his
brightest hopes have ever pictured.
Their earlhly w£lnderings forever past,
the Israel of God have at last entered
the goodly lane!." p(ffriarchs and
Prophets, 477.

Ol"iginal Purpose

In the heavenly Canaan God's origi-
nal purpose will be carried out "as if
man had never fallen." Eden, which
means "a delightful region" will re-
stored, and we can again enter Paradise,
"the garden of all delight:-. ..·

·'As the eilrth C,lllle from the hand
of its Maker, it was exceedingly beau-
tiful. liS surface was diversified with
mountains, hills. and plains. inter-
spersed with noble rivers and lovely
lakes; but the hills and mountains were

nOI and rugged, abounding in
terrific steeps and frightful chasms, as
they now do: the sharp. ragged edges
of earth's rocky framework were bur-
ied beneath the fruitful soil, which ev-
erywhere produced a luxuriant growth
of verdure. There were no loathsomc
swamps or barren deserts. Graceful
shrubs and delicatc flowers greeted the

eye at every turn. The heights were
crowned with trees morc majestic than
,IllY that now exist. The air, untainted
by foul miasma, \Vas clc;'lr and health-
rul. The enlire landscape out vied in
beauty the decorated grounds of the
proudest paillee"· Ibid., 44. All Ihis is
to be restored.

Highest Ambitions Realized

"There arc cvcr-llowing streams. clear
as crystal, and beside thelll waving trees
cast their shadows upon the paths pre-
pared for the ransomed of the Lord.
There the wide-spreading plains swell
into hills of beauty. and the mountains of
God rear their lofty summits. On these
peaceful plains, heside those living
streams, God's people, so long pilgrims
,md wanderers, shall find a home.

··There, iml11ort,1I minds will contem-
plate with never-failing delight lht: won-
ders of creative pOwl:.r, the mysteries of
redecming love. There will b0 no cruel,
(kcciving foc 10 tempt to forgetfulncss
or God. Every faculty will be developed,
every capacity increased. The acquire-
ment of knowledge will not weary the
mind or exhaust the energies. There the
grandest enterprises ma) ....be carried for-
ward. the lofriesl aspirations reached. the
highest ambitions realized; and still there
will arise new heights to surmount. new
wonders to admire. new truths to com-
prehend. fresh objects to call forth the
powers of mind .mel and body. All
thc treasures of the universe will be open
to the study of the redeemed." 71,l' Greal
COl/trowr.'i.\: 675.677.



Source of Encouragement

Just as contemplations and conver5<l·
tions concerning the Promised Land
cheered the Hebrew pilgrims on their
journey through the wilclcmcss, so the
Advent peopk arc encouraged to pre&'0;;
on and not Ci.l::;l away their confidence
because of the glories of the heavenly
Canaan at the end of journey.

''There arc revealed in these last days
visions of future glory, scenes pictured
by the hand of God, and these should be
dear to His church. We must have a
vision of the future .mel of the blessed-
ness of heavell." Tesfill/onies, vol. 8, 43-
44.

"Lei your im,lgination picture the
home of the saved, and remember that it
will be more glorious than your brightest
imagination can portray." Steps TO Christ,
86. Sec I Corinthians 2:9.

The Home Land

Palestine Was the hOlneland of the
Hebrews as they were only sojourners in
Egypt. As soon as they reached their
homchllld, the Feast or Tabernacles was
institutccllO COlTIme1110nllC thcir
ance from Egyptian bondage and "in
mcmory of their pilgrim life in the wil-
derness," Patriarchs and Prophets, 540.

This great festival was a homc-com-
ing. celebration and was also known as
"the fe(lst of home-coming." It W(lS never
celebrated ,,,,hilc Israel was in bondage
or captivity in a foreign land. It was
instituted as soon as they reached their
homcland from Egyptian bondage and
W,IS reinstitutcd after they from
c<lptivity in Babylon.

uThe Feast of Tabernacles was lhe
gathering of the year. II was

God's design that at this time thc people
should renecl on His goodncss and mercy.
"The feast continucd for scven

days.... From far and ne'lr thc people
came, bringing in their hands a token of
rejoicing. Old and young, rich and poor,
all brought some gift as (I tribute of
thanksgiving to Him who had crowned
the year with His goodness. and made
His paths drop fatness. Everything lhm
could the eye, and give cxpn::s-
sion to the univl:rsal joy. was brought
from the woods: the cit)' bore the ap-
pemancc of a beautiful forest.

"This feast was 110t only the harYest
thanksgiving, but lhe l11emorial of Goers
protecting carc over lsnlcl in the wildemess.
III commcmoration of their tent life, the

Israelites during the feast dwelt in booths or
tabernacles of green boughs.

"With sacred song and thanksgiving
the worshipers celebrated this occasion. ,.
Desire ojAges. 447-448.

The Final Home Coming

This home-coming celebration was
lypical of the home-coming of thc re-
deemed of the earth 10 thc heavenly
Canaan. Sec Revelation 14: 1-5, 15:2-8;
19: 1-9. The revelator is given visions of
the redeemcd of earth in the:: heavcnly
land "clothed with white robes, and wilh
Inl1ms in their hands" celebrating the
alltitypical Feast of Tabernacles or In-
gathering. Sec Revelation 7:9-17, The
whole universe joins in the celebration
of greatest homc-coming and thanks-
giving celebration of all the ages.

"The Feast of Tabernacles was not
only commcmorativc, but typical. It not
only pointed back to the wilderness so-
journ. but. as feast of harvest, it
celebrated the ingathering of the fruits of
thl:: earth, and pointed forward to the
great day of fin'll ingathcring, when the
Lord of the Iwrvest shall scnd fOrlh His
reapers to gather lhe tares together in
bundles for the firc, and to gather the
whl::at into His garner. .,. And every
voice in the whole universe will unite in
joyful praise to God.

"The people of Israel praised God
at the Feast of Tabern'lcles, as they
called to mind His mercy in their de-
liverance from the bondage of Egypt
and His tender care for them during
their pilgrim life in the wilderness. They
rejoiced also in the consciousness of
pardon and acceptance, through the scr-
vice of the Day of Atonement, just
ended. But when the ransomed of the
Lord shall have been safely gathered
into the heavenly Canaan, forever de-
livered from the bondage or the curse,
under which 'the whole creation
groiJncth and travaileth in pain together
until now' (Roman:::. 8:22), tJley will
rejoice with joy and full
of glory. Christ '5 great work of atone-
ment for men will then have been com-
pleted, and their sins will have becn
forever blotled out.·· Patriarchs alld
Prophets. 541-542.

Three-fold Doxology

It is during this great thanksgiving
celebration of the final home-coming
that the threefold doxology of Revela-

lion 5 is sung by the cherubim guard-
ians of the throne of God with the
twcnty-four elders, the innulllerable an-
gelic host with their sevenfold ascrip-
tion of praise 10 the Lamb, and ending
with a mighty Hallelujah chorus of
praise to God and the Lamb in which
every creature in the universe partici-
pales. In the greal home-coming ccl-
ebr'ltion the triple doxology breaks out
beyond the throne room of the celestial
temple to all creation.

"Finally, all creation affeetcd by the
fall and embraced in the pl'Ovi::;ions of
redemptive restoration reverber:1tcs with
loyal praises to God and His Lamb, of-
fering up unto Ihem in thankful voice
from all those spheres 'blessing, nnd
honor, and glory, and power.' We can
well understand the thrill of rapturous
anticip,Hion that will 'It this time animate
all the waiting creation when we read a
passage like Romans 8: 18-21 ..
tiol/. the CroWl/ Jell'el 0/ Biblical Proph-
ecy, Stevens, 126.

Waiting for Celebration

The apostle Paul describes the whole
universe waiting in joyful anticipation
for this great thanksgiving celebration
when the Advent movcment completes
its journey and all the saints entcr the
heavenly Canaan:

"Why, what wc now suffer I count
as nothing in compari!')on with the
glory which is soon to be manifested
in us. For all Creation. gazing ea-
gerly as if with outstretched neck, is
waiting and longing 10 sec the mani-
festation of the sons of God. For the
Creation fell into subjection to fail-
urc and unreality (not of its own
choice, bUI by the will of him who so
subjected it.) Yet there was always
the hope that elt lasl the Creation
itself would also be set free from the
thraldom of decay so as to enjoy the
liberty that will the glory of
lhe children of God. For we know
th:]{ the whole Creation is groaning
together in lhe pains of childbirth
until this hour. And more than that,
we ourselves, though we possess the
Spirit as a foretaste and pledge of the
glorious future, yet we ourselves in-
wardly sigh. as we wait and long for
open recognition as sons through the
deliverance of our bodies." Romans
8: 18-23, Weymouth. 0
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1997 Hope International
California Cmnp Meetings

1/ideo and5l.udio %pes
Here are Hope's latest camp meeting messages, recorded at our 1997
California camp meetings. If you were not able to attend one of our
camp meetings this year, we encourage you to purchase these tapes
for yourself and to share with your friends.

Ray DeCarlo
1 Video: $10.00; 2 Audio tapes: $5.00
A Witness to All Nations • What Is in a
Name?

Dane Griffin
1 Video: $10.00; 2 Audio tapes: $5.00
The Lab, the Law, and the Laodiceans
Optimal, or Optional?

Dwight Hall
1 Video: $10.00; 2 Audio tapes: $5.00
Special Forces for Special People • Who Is
Thy Brother?

Rob McClintock
1 Video: $10.00; 2 Audio tapes: $5.00
The Platform That Endures • Tell Me How

Ron Spear
1 Video: $10.00; 2 Audio tapes: $5.00
Preparing for Eternity, Parts 1 & 2

Steven Spencer
1 Video: $12.00; 4 Audio tapes: $10.00
Seven Abominations • Minimum or Maxi-
mum? • Who Is Thy Neighbor? • The "I
AM"

Colin Standish
1 Video: $10.00; 2 Audio tapes: $5.00
The FeQl/ul Consequences ofEcumenism
In Defense ofthe Sanctuary Message

Russell Standish
1 Video: $10.00; 2 Audio tapes: $5.00
The Second Angel's Message • The Third
Angel's Message

JefflVehr
1 Video: $10.00; 2 Audio tapes: $5.00
The Rich Revelations ofJesus • The Tem-
perallce Work and Holiness

-:: Audio prices: If you wish to purchase only
one or two sermons from a nlulti-wpi; set, please add 50
cents extra per {:..Ipe.

sec page 3 for shipping and tax infonnalion.


